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GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHEIST. 

From thence a wonderful Son shall soon proceed, 
Jesus his Sacred name by heaven decreed ; 
Whose mi^htv arm shall set his people free 
From fldn and hell's ignoble slavery. 

MANY very useful books of history have 
been v^ritten relative to the kingdom of the 
earth, and the lives of great men who have 
flourished from time to time in the worid; 
and.the reading of them may please and in- 
form the mind ; but what are the best of 
them when compared vnth the important 
instruction contained in the everlasting gos- 
pel of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ? the study and true knowledge of 
which concern us more than all human pro- 
ductions in the world; it is ever new, and 
equally good news, from one generation to 
another to the end of time. 

'• The book of the generations of J^«m^ 

B 



Christ'' He was from the beginning in his 
Father's view, for the salvation of all he- 
lievers in all those preceding ages, as if he 
had already lived, and died, and rose again — 
" The Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world'' Jesus is called Christ. Jesus means 
Saviour, and Christ means the Anointed ; 
the same with the Hebrew name> Messiah. 
He is called Messiah the Prince (Daniel 
ix. 25), and God's Anointed (Psalm ii. 2.) 
Under this character he was long expected 
by the Jews: ''Art thou the Christ," the 
Anointed One ? 

Christ being appointed to, and fully qua- 
lified for all these offices, is therefore called 
the Anointed — 'anointed with the oil of glad- 
ness above his fellows" (Psalm xlv. 7); and 
from this name, which is as ointment pour- 
ed forth, all his followers, to this day, are 
called Chrtstiarfs. 



My young friends, may you and I ever 
rejoice, as Christians, in the name of Christ 
our Saviour ; and may all that name the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity; and 
I would intreat of you never to forget, 
as declared in Scripture, (Acts iv. 12.) that 
*' there is none other fidme under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must he saved,'' but 
that of Jesus Christ. 

A brief summary of this genealogy is 
given us in Matthew i. 17. ''All the gene- 
rations from Abraham to David are four- 
teen generations ; and from David to the 
carrying away into Babylon are fourteen 
generations ; and from the carrying away 
into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen gene- 
rations T It is here summed up in three re- 
markable periods. In the first, we have the 
family of David rising, and looking forth as 
thempTDii?^; in the second, \fe\xaN^S!L^^^^* 



rishing in its meridian lustre ; in the third, 
we have it declining into the family of a 
poor carpenter; then Christ shines forth 
out of it, '' The glory of his people Israeli 
(Luke ii. 32.) 

So important is the character of the Savi- 
our in every view, such a Divine splendour 
is cast around it, that our minds should be 
filled with profound reverence when we 
draw near to contemplate it. In the study of 
every part of the Holy Scriptures, there is 
continual need of prayer that we may pos- 
sess a right understanding of their spiritual 
meaning. And especially here, when the Lord 
himself comes down from heaven and passes 
by before us, we should beg that He who 
commanded the lightto shine out of darkness 
may shine into our hearts, '' to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the 
Jaee of Jesus Christr (2 Corinthians iv. 6. 




Whil& Zcicharias , in Tiis tunv, 
Atterbds to rruiic& Ow incense/ turn; 
^/le^ cl{?icdy arose/, and/ on tfie^ viglit 
^^^i^a^venly fornh cuppmr'du im stglU;. 
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BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

To a^ Elizabeth is given 
A child, BO wills benignant Heaven ; 
The harbinger of Him above 
Precedes the God of life and love. 

THE Almighty had been pleased by the 
prophet Malachi, to foretell the ministry of 
John the Baptist, as the messenger who 
should go before the Saviour s face, to pre- 
pare the way for him (Malachi iii. 1); and 
in Luke chap. i. we have an account of the 
birth of this harbinger of Jesus Christ. 

John the Baptist's father, Zacharias, was 
a priest, and served God in the temple ; and 
his mother Elizabeth was a pious woman, 
and walked with her husband in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 
blameless. Happy are they who through 
Divine grace are enabled to imitate such 
examples. But, like many of the Lax^^ 
people, they were denied that \)\e^^\ii% ^iftsv^ 



in those days was thought so highly of; they 
had no child, and were now advancing in 
years ; yet, as was said to Abraham, '' Is any 

. thinff too hard for the Lord ? " (Genesis 
xviii. 14) so now a fresh proof was given, 
that '' with God all things are possible,'' 
(Mark x. 27) for a son was promised them 
in their old age. 

While Zacharias was burning incense in 
the temple, an angel of tlie Lord appeared 
unto him, the sight of whom greatly alarmed 
him ; but he came with pleasing tidings, for 
he informed Zacharias that his vnfe should 
bear him a son, and that he should be called 
John ; that he should be set apart to the 
Lord, be filled with the Holy Ghost, even 
from his nativity ^ by which was meant, that 
he should be very early inspired to teach the 
doctrines and precepts of true religion ; and 

4fa/ ie should jhave the honoui of ^oing 



before the face of Christ, as his messenger, 
" to turn the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
jmt; to make teady a people prepared for 
the Lord;' (Luke i. 17) 

Zacharias, though so good a man, seems 
to have been hard of belief on this occasion ; 
for when the angel had delivered his message, 
instead of acknowledging with gratitude and 
wonder the gracious tidings, he questioned 
the word, by asking how he should know 
this, seeing both his wife and himself were 
aged; to which the angel replied, "/ am 
Gabriel^ that stand in the presence of God, 
and am sent to tell thee these things ; and 
behold, thou shalt be dumb until these things 
be performed, because thou believest not my 
words J which shall be fulfilled in their sea- 
son'* (Luke i, 19, 20.) And so it was, for 
when thechild was bom, and the neighbours 
and friends would have caIled\Y\TCLTja.^^a^^» 
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the father wrote that his name was to be 
John ; after which his tongue was unloosed. 
John was devoted to God from his birth, 
and the Lord was with him. 

Blessed indeed and happy are those dear 
children who are early devoted to the service 
of God. The Lord is well pleased when the 
young seek and obey him ; and such may 
be assured, that he will be their Father and 
their Guide in this life, and admit them to 
eternal happiness in the world to come ; there- 
fore, dear children, " Retnember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth. Fear 
God, and keep his commandments^^ (Eccle- 
siastes xii. 1, 13. "j 




Sec ihe kinder shepherds round Tum, 
TeUin^ wonders from th& shy ! 
-^ th& TTUuiger: ^ier&-dfuy -fbiindj 1ujyi>, 
^^^^^ /izs virgin mtwikwr l^y 
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THE BIETH OF CHRIST. 

A Deity appears on earth. 
And choirs of angels hail his birth — 
••Glory," they cry to God in Heaven, 
% '* And peace and love to man be given ! ' 

THE glorious period now approached, 
when the great Redeemer of mankind was 
to appear in this lower world ; and we find 
in the first chapter of Luke^ that the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God to the Virgin 
Mary, with the joyful news that she should 
be privileged to be the mother of the pro- 
mised Messiah. The angel addressed him- 
self to the Virgin thus: ^^ Hail thou that 
art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee : 
blessed art thou among women. And she 
was troubled at his saying. And the angel 
said unto her. Fear not, Mary^ for thou hast 
found favour with God. And behold, thou 
shalt conceive, 'and bring forth a so^x, aivd 
sjfa// call Ms name JesiLS ; He sTiaW ^^ 
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great, 'and shall he called the Son of the 
Highest^^ ^c. 

It was foretold by the prophet Micah, 
(chap, V, 2.y^ That out of Bethlehem should 
come forth that Person who should be ruler 
in Israel :^^ and we see this ftilfiUed ; for 
Caesar Augustus, the emperor of Rome, 
having at this time issued a decree, that all 
the Roman empire, and Judea as a tributary 
province, should be taxed, Joseph went with 
Mary, his espoused wife, to Bethlehem, to 
be taxed, where she was delivered of her 
first-bom son, and called his name Jesus. 
(Matthew i. 25.) There was no room for 
Mary or Joseph in any inn, or house of en- 
tertainment; Jesus was therefore bom in a 
stable, and laid in a manger, which bespeaks 
that his parents were poor, or we may sup- 
pose room would have been found elsewhere ; 
^^d it also shows the condescen^vatL ^^ \\v^ 
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Lord God our Saviour, that he should not 
only humble himself to visit our earth, but 
also come in such circumstances. Well may 
we say with St. Paul, '' Though he was rich, 
yet /or our sakes he became poor, that we 
through his poverty might he richy (2 Corin- 
thians viii. 9,) 

The blessed intelligence of the Saviour s 
birth was conveyed to some shepherds, who 
were abiding in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night ; to whom the 
angel of the Lord appeared, and gave this 
salutation: ''Fear not : for behold I bring 
you glad tidings of great joy , which shall be 
to all people; for unto you is born this day 
in the city of David, a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God, and sayings Glory to 
Gad iu lAe highest, and on earth peace^ g^ooAr- 
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will toward men.^' (Luke ii. 10, 11, 13, 14.) 
These words are a rejoicing acclamation, 
which strongly represents the piety and bene- 
volence of these heavenly spirits, and their 
affectionate good wishes for the prosperity of 
the Messiah's kingdom, and the redemption 
of mankind. 

Never was a sweeter song, and never was 
there grea1;er cause to praise Almighty God, 
for his unbounded love to ruined men. But 
why did angels sing ? because they rejoice 
over the salvation of sinners ; and if they 
had reason to sing, how much greater cause 
have we, for whom Christ was sent, by whom 
peace is restored betwixt God and man, and 
his good-will procured for those who de- 
served his wrath and indignation ! 



13 




A radiant Star, whose Tdnd and friendly 'bexuns 
Against Jiideiv dxu't tlieir golden^ streams, 
^^^ee i^asterrv Ma^i from tfieir coimXry brings 
^^^^ inen ^hey wer&, or at least. werc> kmgs. 



13 
THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST. . 

Their royal presents in their hands behold, 
The son's rich birth, mvrrh, frankincense, and gold; 
With these the monarch of both worlds they meet, 
lliese and themselves they prostrate at his feet. 

HEROD was an Edomite, and was made 
king of Judea by the rulers of the Roman 
state. Christ was bom in his reign. We 
read in Mathew ii. 1, 2, '' There came wise 
men fratn the east to Jerusalem^ ^^yi^gt 
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for xoe have seen his star in the east^ and are 
come to worship him'' These wise men are 
called Magi, or Magicians. The Jews re- 
garded not Christ, but these Gentiles sought 
him. They found out Christ by the same 
star they had seen in their own country. 
By the first appearance of the star, they were 
given to understand where they might in- 
quire for this King; then it disap^ated- 
They traced the matter as far a^ ^e^ ^ckSS^ 
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they were upon their journey to Bethlehem, 
but how shall they find him when they come 
thither ? Here they were at a loss, when 
behold, the star which they saw in the east, 
appeared again, and went before them. Now 
they saw they were not deceived, and had 
not taken this long journey in vain. God 
was with them, and the tokens of his pre- 
sence and favour cannot but fill the souls of 
those who know how to value them, with 
joy unspeakable. 

They found a cottage was his palace, and 
his own poor mother all the retinue he had ! 
Is this the Saviour of the world? Is this the 
King of the Jews ; nay, and the Prince of 
the kings of the earth ? Yes, this is he, who, 
though he was rich, yet, for our sakes, b^. 
came thus poor. However, these wise men 
did not think themselves baffled in their in* 
guiry; but, as having found the King they 
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sought, they presented themselves first, and 
then their gifts to him. Every indication 
of obtaining an interest in Christ, will give 
sincere joy to the humble inquirer, who will 
not be surprised at finding Him and his disci- 
ples in obscure cottages, after having in vain 
sought them in palaces and populous cities. 

They fell down and worshipped him. To 
this babe they gave honour, not only as to 
a King, but as to a God. All that have 
truly found Christ, fall down before him ; 
they adore him, and submit themselves to 
him. It will be the wisdom of the wisest 
of the children of men, and by this it will 
appear that they know Christ, if they are 
the humble, faithful worshippers of the 
Lord Jesus. 

In the eastern nations, the custom was, 
when they did homage to their kings, they 
made presents. The gifts the w\«»^ xcifcTi^x^ 
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gented, were gold, frankincense^ and myrrh. 
Thus a kind provitleDce sent a very season- 
able relief to Joseph and Mary, in their 
present poor condition. Our heavenly Father 
knoweth what his children need, and employs 
some as stewards to supply the wants of 
others; and can provide for them, even from 
the end of the earth* Above all, let us re- 
member, that if we do not come to Christ 
with earnestness of heart, and honour and 
worship his holy name as our Lord and 
Saviour, now he is on his throne of glory, 
these wise men, who sought him while an 
infant in his mother's arms, will rise up 
against us in the day of judgment. Lord, 
make us wise unto salvation ! 




Thfn fist' utid fhr, tc E(f\pt fhr. with speed: 
7///' ////'////,$• hv Heaven, as weU us /////. tiecned: 
/yf'/yf^ ////////' /rr/wfs death. a n/u(|( rhrcsf . 
^f^'^/^y/y/z/'fiyy/Sriny the weUi\ni> r^ws. 
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THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 



He rose, he fled, lie bore his charge away» 

And robb'd the murderous king of his expected prey 



AFTER the wise men had seen the 
child and departed, '* The angelofthe Lord 
appeareth to Joseph in a dream^ saying y Arise, 
and take the you7ig child and his mother^ 
and flee into Egypt, and be thou there untii 
I bring thee word : for Herod will seek the 
young child to destroy him. And when he 
arose J he took the young child and his mo- 
ther by nighty and departed into Egypt.'' 
(Matthew ii. 13, 14.) God thus graciously 
prevented tlie mischief the wicked king 
Herod designed to the child Jesus, and the 
trouble it would have been to the wise men 
to have been accessary to it. They were 
warned of God not to retuTW \.o^^xci^^ws^ 
c 
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to Jerusalem. They departed into their 
own country another way, to bring the good 
tidings td their countrymen, which would 
be a further preparation for preaching the 
Gospel in those regions. Joseph knew 
neither the danger the child was in, nor 
how to escape it ; but the Almighty, by an 
angel, informs him, and directed him what 
to do. ''Take the young child, andfiee into 
Egyptr He that came to die for us, when 
his hour was not yet come fled for his own 
safety ! 

Egypt was infamous for idolatry, tyranny, 
and enmity to the people of God : it had 
been a house of bondage to Israel, and par- 
ticularly cruel to the infants of Israel ; yet 
it is appointed to be a place of refuge to 
the holy child Jesus ! God, when he pleases, 
can make the worst of places serve the best 
of purposes. This may be considered as a 
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trial of the faith of Joseph and Mary. But 
their faith, being tried, was found firm, and 
they believe this is the Son of God, though 
they see no miracle wrought for his pre- 
servation, but they are put to the use of 
ordinary means ; and now it appeared how 
well God had provided for the young child 
and his mother, in appointing Joseph to 
stand in so near a relation to them ; now 
the gold which the wise men had brought 
would bear their charges. God intimates 
the continuance of his care and guidance. 
Thus God will keep his people still in de- 
pendence upon him. If we and our infants 
are at any time in difficulty, let us remem- 
ber the danger Christ in his infancy was 
brought into. 

Joseph immediately arose, and went away 
by night, the same night, as it should seem, 
that he received the orders. Kw '5iav«\r 
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dance encumbers a necessary flight* If 
rich people have the advantage of the poor 
while they possess what they have, the poor 
have the advantage of the rich when called 
suddenly to part with it. In this exile they 
remained till the death of Herod. It is no 
new thing for God's people to be in Egypt^ 
in a strange land, in a house of bondage ; 
but they shall be brought out. They may 
be hid in Egypt, but they shall not be left 
there. 

Egypt may serve to sojourn in, or take 
shelter in, for a while, but not to abide in. 
Christ was sent to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, — to them he must return/ 
''For thus saith the Lord GOD; I wiu 
both search my sheep, and seek thern out ; 
and I will bring them to their own land, and 
feed them in a good pastw^e upon the moun- 
tains of Israel!' (Ezekiel xxxiv. 11, 14.) 




Now cn4el Hewd had decrred 
Th4it all the infant m<r shvnld bleed , 
//7f/r// ///irf/r thv years eld wevt Vcxiwd 
^^ ^^//i//'//^'rN and country rcuiui . 
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HEROD SLAYETH THR CHILDREN. 

Maternal shrieks, and dying gro.ins 
Ofin&nts, Bethlehem now bemoans; 
Herod sends forth each murderous band, 
And havock lord's it o'er the land. 

THE wise men had promised Herod to 
return and inform him of all the particulars 
relative to the new-born prince, as no doubt 
his birth caused him much anxiety and 
trouble, fearing that he would become a 
rival to him in the throne, it having been 
prophesied that the expected Messiah 
should extinguish all other kingdoms. The 
jealousy and disappointment of Herod 
worked him up into rage, and he determined 
to make sure of the destruction of his fan- 
cied rival. 

The inspired penman relates the follow- 
ing account of this most barbarous and 
cruel transaction. " Then Herod, \ohcn Ve. 
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saw that he was mocked of the wise men, 
was exceeding wroth, and sent forth and 
slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, 
and in all the coasts thereof from two years 
old and under, according to the time he had 
diligently inquired of the wise men. Then 
was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jere- 
my the prophet, saying, In Rama was 
there a voice heard lamentation, andweeping, 
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her 
children, and would not be comforted, because 
they are not"' (Matthew ii. 16, 17, 18.) 

Imagination can hardly conceive, still 
less can the pen describe, the horrors of 
such a scene ; but the history of Herod, his 
cruel deeds, and still more cruel purposes, 
show that there was nothing too vile for 
this wretched man to perpetrate. 

In a few months after Herod had mur- 
dered the lunocents, his wickedness and 
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atrocious cruelties were visited by a most 
painful and loathsome disease, which ter- 
minated in his wretched and miserable 
death. 

After the end of this cruel tyrant, '^behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, saying. Arise, and take 
the young child and his mother, and go into 
the land of Israel ; for they are dead which 
sought the young child's life. And he arose, 
and took the young child and his mother, 
and came into the land of Israeli (ver. 19> 
20, 21.) 

God had graciously sent Joseph into 
Egypt for shelter, and there he remained 
till the same Almighty was pleased to order 
him thence. Could we but look upon this 
world as our Egypt, the place of our bond- 
age, and to heaven as our only Canaan, 
our home, and our eternal le^t, n^^ ^wJS.\ 
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readily arise, and depart thither when we 
are called for, as Joseph did out of Egypt. 
Joseph had further instructions from God 
where to fix his abode in the land of Israel. 
These directions Joseph received in a 
dream, probably as before, by the ministra- 
tion of an angel. Truly we may say, what 
a succession of enemies there has been, and 
we fear is still, raised up against our Lord 
and Saviour and his church! For this 
reason, Joseph was not to take the young 
child into Judea; but they turned aside 
into the parts of Galilee, and came and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth. There 
they continued, and from thence our 
Saviour was called Jesus of Nazarethj 
which was to the Jews a stumbling-block ; 
''that it might be fulfilled^ which was spoken 
by the p7^ophetSy He shall be called a Naza- 
rene:' (Matthew ii. 23.) 
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MATTHEW M 




ThniujhJudiOi's fertilf wild Uie Baptist came. 
And the Messialt 's kim/dom did prvclaim: 
^ie/v'/zp/'sji^. nmies.prrpatY^ aloud fu cry'd, 
^//^AT/^ m/^, /r/tr'rfv^ry mountains y;\\A.t. 
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.'Inm of heiDm is 
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Malachi there \va> 
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more directly thru 
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In these John preached, there he had hi- 
therto lived, being born near, in Hebron. 
No place is so remote as to shut us out from 
the visits of Divine grace ; nay, commonly 
the sw^eetest intercourse the saints have 
with Heaven, is -when they are withdrawn 
farthest from the noise of this world. 

His meat was locusts and wild honey ; 
these he mostly fed upon. Wild honey 
was found in the hollows of trees and rocks, 
where bees built. Those whose business 
it is to call others to mourn for sin, and to 
mortify it, ought themselves to live a serious 
life, a life of self-denial and circumspection. 
By giving others this example, he made 
way for Christ. A conviction of the vanity 
of the world, and every thing in it, is the 
best preparation for the entertainment of 
the kingdom of heaven in the heart. 
** Blessed a?^e the poor in spirit.'' John 



27 

had spent his youth in such exercises of the 
soul as were calculated to prepare him 
for his great work. 

He came preaching. The doctrine he 
preached was that of repentance ; '' Repent 
yer The word here used, implies a total 
revolution in the mind, a change in the 
judgment, disposition, and affections, ano- 
ther and a better bias to the soul. John 
Baptist's business was to call men to repent 
of their sins. Consider your ways, change 
your minds ; you have thought amiss ; think 
again, and think aright. True penitents 
have other thoughts of God and Christ, sin 
and holiness, of this world and the other, 
than they had. Those who are truly sorry 
for what they have done amiss, will be care- 
ful to do so no more. This repentance is 
a necessary duty, in obedience to the com- 
mand of God (Acts x\ii.^O\ ^\A\!l'^^<^^^2^^ 
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for the comforts of the gospel of Christ. If 
the heart of man had continued upright and 
unstained. Divine consolations might have 
been received without this ; but being sin- 
ful, the sore must be searched, or it cannot 
be cured. 

True repentance is seated in the» heart. 
But in vain do we pretend to have it there, 
if we do not bring forth the fruits of it, by 
forsaking all sin, and cleaving to that which 
is good. They are not worthy the name of 
penitents, or their privileges, who say they 
are sorry for their sins, and yet persist in 
them. True penitents are humble in their 
own eyes, thankful for the least mercy, 
patient under affliction, and watchful against 
all appearances of evil, abounding in every 
duty, and charitable in judging others. 
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LUKE n 




Simeon in hia (flad arms the child he takes 
With tears of fov. and thus his silence breaks, 
ji/vr^//^/^ tAy srrya fit now in peace depart, 
>^/^^ az/i^// ^yes ////^ .seen what joy^ hh heart . 
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CHRIST PRESENTED. 

For the universal globe prepar'd. 
To be alike by all the faithlUl shar'd; 
A light to gentiles, vfho in darkness dwell, 
The glory and the pride of thy lov'd Israel. 

" SIMEON took him up in his armsy 
and blessed Gody and saidj Lord^ nou) lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy wm^d : for mijie eyes have seen thy 
salvation ; which thou hast j)repared before 
the face of all people ; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles; and the glory of thy people Israel' 
(Luke ii. 28, &c.) 

Simeon dwelt in Jerusalem, and was emi- 
nent for his piety and communion with God. 
He waited for the consolation of Israel ; that 
is, for the coming of the Messiah, in whom 
alone the nation of Israel would find conso- 
lation. He was long in coming, and those 
who believed he would come, contm\ied^^\tr 
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ing and hoping for it. The Holy Ghost 
was upon Simeon, not only as a Spirit of 
holiness, but as a Spirit of prophecy. He 
was searching what manner of time the Spirit 
of Christ in the Old Testament prophets did 
signify, and whether it were not now at 
hand ; and he received this oracle, that he 
should not see death before he had seen the 
Messiah, the Lord's Anointed. Those, and 
those only, can look death in the face with- 
out terror, who have had a sight of Jesus 
Christ by faith. 

WhenChrist was presented, Simeon came, 
by direction of the Spirit, into the temple. 
The same Spirit that had provided for the 
support of his hope, now provided for his 
joy. Simeon ^' took him up in his arms^ 
He was promised that he should see Christ, 
but more is done — he has him in his arms ! 
Hereupon, he blessed God, and said, " Lord, 



31 

now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace.'' 

Simeon had a pleasant prospect concerning 
himself, and rose above the love of life, and 
fear of death. He blessed God that he saw 
that salvation in his arms, which many pro- 
phets and kings desired to see, and could not. 
Here 'is a confession of his feith, that this 
Child in his arms was the Saviour, the sal- 
vation itself, the salvation of God s appoint- 
ing. It is a farewell to this world. ' Now 
mine eyes have been blessed with thirf' sight, 
let them see no more in this world.' How 
poor does this world appear to one that 
hath Christ in his heart, and salvation in 
his view ! It; is a welcome to death ; " Now 
let thy servant depart'' Death is the soul's 
departure out of the body, from the world of 
sense to the world of spirits. We must not 
depart till God gives us our dischargje, for 



32 

we are his servants, and must not quit his 
service till his own appointed time. 

O how comfortable is the death of a good 
man! He departs as God's servant from 
the place of his toil, to that of his eternal 
rest. He departs in peace ; peace with 
God, peace with his own conscience, in 
peace with death. What is the ground of 
this comfort ? " For mine eyes have seefi 
thy salvation!' This shows a believing 
expectation of a happy state after death, 
through this salvation he now had a sight 
of; which not only takes away the terror 
of death, but makes it a real gain to all 
true believers. "^^ Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord; Vea, saith the 
Spirit; that they may rest from their 
labou7'sy (Revelation xiv. 13.) 




His parents sought him full three days, 
^nd there amongst the n-ise, witJi praise 
-^^<r ^///ft^r^^el/iriff on thtmes profounx 
^^y^/>^ /Ar rrujp/c^^ holy (ground.. 
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CHBIST WITH THE DOCTORS. 

The child Diyine the temple seeks, 
And 'midst its sages wisely speaks ; 
As if by God-like wisdom fired. 
And by Omnipotence inspired. 

AFTER the death of the cruel Herod. 
Joseph and Mary, the parents of Christ, by 
direction of an angel who appeared to Joseph 
in a dteam, removed from Egypt to Naza- 
reth; and there they regularly went up to the 
temple at Jerusalem to worship at the teast 
of the passover, and on such occasions Jesus 
went with them. It was some distance from 
Nazareth, where this holy family dwelt, to 
Jerusalem, and yet they constantly resorted 
thither, according to the commandment of 
God. It is a blessed thing to have a love to 
the house of the Lord, and to desire to be 
found there seeking after salvation, ^^ hich 
God is pleased to dispense in lv\^ Q,^\a\:& \s^ 
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those that wait upon him ; hear what David 
says in Psalm Ixxxiv. "How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! my soul 
longeth, yea, evenfainteth for the courts of 
the Lord ; my heart and my flesh crieth out 

for the living God'' Jesus accompanied his 
parents to the place of worship. Public or- 
dinances must be attended^ and we must 
not forsake ''the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether^ as the manner of some is' Worldly 
business ought, in the view of every sincere 
Christian, to give way to the honour and ser- 
vice of Almighty God, our heavenly Father. 

' It is a pleasing sight to see children wait* 
ing in Gods house for his blessing ; and 
there can be no doubt that God is pleased 

' therewith ; for in his holy word he has said 
that ''those that seek me early shall find 
me'' (Proverbs viii. 17.) 

When the usual time of attending the 
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' {lassover at Jerusalem had expired, Joseph 
and Mary set out to return to Nazareth, not 
Kno^ng but Jesus was in the company ; but 
i travelling a day's journey, they missed 
>Min;-and returned to Jerusalem to seek him ; 
iwhere, after three days, ''they found him in 
the temple, fitting in the midst of the doctors, 
both hearing them, and asking them ques- 
tions. And all that heard him were asto- 
nished at his understanding and answers.^' 
(Luke ii. 46, 47.) Christ wais now only 
. twelve years pf age. 

Here a;gain, Christ is an example to the 
young, to be diligent in acquiring useful 
knowledge; the way to learn is to inquire, 
to seek it of those who are able to teach, and 
to lov^the company of the good and wise. 
When Mary gently reproved Jesus for thus 
cauinng sorrow, he replied, " Wist ye not 
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that I must be about my Father's business P* 
(Luke ii. 49.) 

Happy are they who are employed in the 
service of God, their heavenly Father, and 
who rejoice to do his work and will. But we 
read that Jesus returned to Nazareth with 
his parents^ where he was subject to them, 
and increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man. Thus, my dear 
children, you must be obedient to your pa- 
rents, honour your father and mother ; this 
is the way to be happy and prosperous. If 
Jesus was obedient, how will you excuse 
yourself if you are not so ? And by God s 
grace may you grow in wisdom and in his 
favour, and thus enjoy peace and happiness 
in this world, and indulge a well-grounded 
hope of salvation in that which is to come. 




Irv Jorxiafis tide the Baptist stcLnds, 
Teribr?7ts the rite, fyMcft Cfirist dcmajid^^ 
^//// /^>^/ /rc?//i //on/ier opening skies, 
^^/r /uY/re^///// r/orc on Jrsus Hies, 
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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 

While Christ to baptism attends. 
The Holy Ghost from Heaven descends; 
And John the first attests abroad. 
That Jesus is the Son of God. 

THEN cometh Jesus from Galilee to 
Jordan, unto John, to he baptized ofhiml' 
(Matthew iii. 13.) 

This was a striking instance of Chrisf s 
great humility, that he should offer himself 
to he baptized by John^ that he who knew 
no sin, should submit to the baptism of re- 
pentance. ^^ John forbade himr John had 
now obtained a great name, and was uni • 
versally respected ; yat he was humble still. 
John thought ic necessary that he should 
be baptised of Christ' '' Ihax>e need to be 
baptized of thee, and contest thou to me r 
(ver. 14.) Though John was filled with 
the Holy Ghost IVom his biilTa, ^L\3ik^\A^>\ 
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et he confessed he had need to be bap- 
ized ; though he was the greatest that was 
ever born, yet he was as other decendants of 
Adam^ and owned he had need of cleansing. 
Our Lord's answer to John is full and 
expressive ; '^ Suffer it to he so now^for thus 
it becometh tis to fulfil all righteousness.*^ 
(ver. 13.) This remonstance removed the 
objection of John^ and he then baptized the 
blessed Jesus in the river Jordan^ in the 
presence of numerous spectators. 

Our Lord Jesus looked upon it as well be- 
coming him to fulfil all righteousness, to 
own every Divine institution, and to show 
his readiness to comply with God's holy pre- 
cepts. He thus justifies and approves of 
the wisdom of God, in sending John to pre- 
pare his way by the baptism of Tepentance : 
and thus recommends the gospel ordinance 
of baptism to his church and all his followers. 
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The baptism of Christ was graced with 
a special display of glory. ''And JesM, 
when he was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water :. and, lo, the heavens were 
opened unto him, and he saw the spirit of 
God descending like a dove, and lighting 
upon him. And, lo, a voice from heaven, ^oy- 
ing. This is my beloved Son, in whom lam 
wellpleasedr (ver. 16, 17.) In this declar- 
ation of God« consists all the comfort of a 
Christian, No one can please, or be accept- 
ed without him. In him, Qur spiritual sa- 
crifices are acceptable, for he is the altar that 
sanctifies every gift. (1 Peter ii. 5.) Out 
of Chiist, He is a consuming fire; but in 
Christ, a reconciled Father. 

Christ was to be the Head of the church; 
and the Spirit descended upon him, by him 
to be imparted to all believers, in his gifts, 
graces, and comforts. 
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This descent of the Spirit upon Christ, 
showed that he was endued with his sacred 
influences without measure. The Spirit of 
Christ resembles the gentle dove. The fruit 
of the Spiritis love, jot/, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance: by abounding in these we 
glorify God, to whose service we were de- 
voted, when we were baptized in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, 

May we have grace to believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God — ^the -Saviour of 
the world; and if the Almighty Creator 
was well pleased with him, may we be well 
pleased and thankful *'above all things 
for his inestimable love in the redemption of 
tis and the whole world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory r 



MATTHEW IV, 




/Irt thou the Son. of God indeed / 
/J mi of provLsioNs stand in need/ 
y^yf'/y/ r/z^z/^r ^/ o/M^ these stonje^s to bread, 
""^^af /^/ /^^^/i. /'/lee a/id I be fed. 
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JESUS TEMPTED OF THE DEVIL. 

The ten^ter of mankind in Tain 
Tiyed his aim with Christ to gain, 
Spurn'd and repuls'd at last he flies. 
And minist'riug angels Heaven supplies. 

THE temptation of our Saviour by the 

devil> as narrated by the Evangelist^ has in it 

much that is striking^ and to poor tempted 

sinners great encouragement. After Jesus 

had been baptized by John, he was led 

into the -wilderness by the Spirit of God, 

where for forty days and nights he fasted ; 

at the end of which time being hungry, 

Satan came to him, and said, "If thou he the 

Soh of Ood, command that these stones be 

node bread/" (Matthew iv. 3.) In reply to 

rhich, Christ told him that ''Man doth not 

te by bread alone, but by every word that pro- 

edeth out of the mouth of God/' (ver. 4.) 

After this the devil tookYiim-vv^Sss^s^*^^ 
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holy city of Jerusalem, and "setteth him on 
a pinnacle of the temple,'' from whence he 
tempted him to cast himself down, because 
God had promised in his word to protect his 
people in danger ; but the Saviour give him 
to knpw that we are not to tempt God by 
any presumptuous acts of our own. Satan 
made yet one more effort to overcome Christ; 
for he took him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world, and promised them all to him, 
if he world fall down and worship him. To 
this bold temptation Christ gave him a re- 
ply, that compelled him to depart; he said, 
**Get thee hence, Satan ; for it is written. 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil 
leaveih him, and, behold, angels came and 
ministered to him.'' (ver. 10, 11.) 
Such are the outlines of Christ's tempta- 
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tions in the wilderness ; which are also stated, 
with some trifling variation, in Mark i. 
Now what are we to learn from this account* 
and what benefit may we gain from it?. If 
Christ was thus tempted, we cannot expect 
to escape the arts and stratagems of our 
great adversary, who, ''as a roaring lion, 
walketh about seeking whom he may devour," 
(1 Peter v. 8.) ; for if the Master thus suf- 
fered, the disciples cannot expect to fare bet- 
ter. 'When Satan tempted our Saviour, our 
, Lord opposed his suggestions by quoting 
passages of scripture in opposition ; and we 
cannot fly to any stronger defence than the 
word of God ; for whatever our enemy would 
urge us to, there is every thing in God's 
word to lead us to oppose him, and not to 
listen to is temptations. 

But this is not all we are to learn from 
w^hat Christ endureth ; for we are told by 
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St. Paul in Hebrews ii. 18, that Jesus 
haying '' suffered, being tempted, heisdbU 
to succour them that are tempted ; " and in 
chap. iv. 15, that he is ''touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities^ for he was in all 
points tempted as we are,'' O what a comfort- 
able reflection is this, that our Redeemer 
knows all we suflFer from Satan ; he has him- 
self tasted the bitter cup, and he will give 
us strength in every time of need. To him 
may we therefore look with confidence, when 
the wicked one besets us, pleading what he 
has done and suflFered ; and may we at length 
be ''more than conquerors through Him 
that loved its^ (Romans viii. 37.) 




Ttyo fishers on. their poor employ intent. 
Equally igno7^ant and innocent, 

^^^^ Si>?2/?/i^^ mo^r irt sacred story fanid. 
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PETEB, ANDREW, &c. CALLED 

Next the two sons of Zebedee he saw 
On die broad lake, who, struck with sacred awe, 
And drawn hj cords of love at his command. 
Leap from their bark and print the yielding sand. 

WHEN our blessed Saviour began to 
preachy disciples were speedily gathered ; 
these were first hearers, but soon became 
preachers of his doctrine; they were first 
witnesses of his iniriacles> and afterwards 
testified concerning them. 

We have an account of the call of two 
sets of brothers, in Matthew iv. 18, 21, — 
Peter and Andrew, James and John ; and 
the two former, probably the latter also, had 
known Christ before, but were not till now 
called into close and constant attendance 
upon him. They were unlearned men, not 
bred up to books or literature. Christ some- 
times chooses to endow thos^ m^-VL^^^&'^^^ 
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Christ, rauiiJt be diligent and constant in 
their attendance on him. There is no learn- 
ing comparable to that which is gained by 
following so excellent an example as Christ. 
Those who are to fish for men, must therein 
follow Christ, and do it as he did, with di- 
ligence, faithfulness, and tenderness. Christ 
is the great pattern for preachers, and they 
ought to be workers together with him. 

Every Christain who would follow Christ 
aright, must be ready to part with his in- 
terest in this world, rather than with his 
interest in Jesus Christ ; and those who 
are devoted to the work of the ministry 
are, in a special manner, required to dis- 
entangle themselves from the affairs of 
common life. 




See God's owrt So?h a precu^her slcuzds, 
With life and pardon, in fas ha/ids, - 
Jf^oj^ ?i/m ihe joifful netrs proclaXrrL! 
y^i^^ /zef^^A^ /nan coiUd speaJc lUce. hin^ 



CHEISTS SERMON on the MOUNT. 

^'Behold the Lamb of Qod," cried John, 
. The sins of man who shall atone ; 
While Christ proceeds, the mount ascends, 
And blessing with instruction blends. 

• IT pleased our blessed Saviour to preach 
to the multitude that followed him, and his 
sermon on the mount was not only deserving 
of their attention, but claims the serious re- 
gaid of all Christians to the end of time. 
Inideed, we have great reason to be thankful 
that so much isrecorded for our instruction, 
of what the Lord himself did when h^ 
sojourned on the earth. 

This is the longest and most important 
discourse of Christ that is written for our 
instruction. He went up into a mountain^ 
to preach his law and doctrine of salvation 
to his followers ; and in his sermon declares 

E 
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whoarethe blessed, in thesewords: ** Blessed 
are the poor in spirit — blessed are they that 
moum—'hlessed are the meek — blessed are 
they which do hunger and thirst after right* 
eousness — blessed are the merciful — blessed 
are the pure in heart — blessed are thepeaee* 
makers — blessed are they which are perse- 
cuted for righteousness' sake — blessed are 
ye^ when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and say all manner of evil against you 
falsely for my sake : rejoice, and be exceed- 
ing glad : for great is your reward in 
heaven."' (Matthew, chapter v.) 

Here we learn who are the characters that 
are blessed of God, through Jesus Christ; 
and does it not much concern us to inquire 
whether we are ourselves described among 
the happy number ? If we are, it is of the 
grace and goodness of God, and we may rest 
assured that the blessing pronounced on such 



51 

shall be our happy portion. Our Lord 
Jesus came into the world to bless and to 
save mankind. Adam, when he fell, entail- 
ed a curse on all mankind ; and happy will 
it be for us, as we are all involved in the curse 
which the first Adambrought into the world, 
if we are enabled, through grace, to feel in- 
terested in the blessings procured by the 
second Adam " the Lord from heaven.'' 
Our Saviour in is sermon, informed his 
hearers, that he came not to destroy the law, 
but to fulfil it. He came into the world 
not only to die for sinners, but to teach us 
how we ought to live ; and though good 
works in themselves will never carry us to 
heaven, yet yft are assured in the Bible, 
that " without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord;' therefore Christ taught those who 
followed him to pay due regard to all the 
laws of God, not only as TegaTde,dl\i^^\iS«- 



52 

ward observance of them, but also in sin- 
cerity of heart. 

In this sermon he warns them, that who* 
soever is angry with his brother without a 
cause, is guilty of murder ; whosoever en- 
courages lust in his heart, is guilty of adul- 
tery; he cautions them against taking the 
name of God in vain; he admonishes them 
to love their enemies and to do good to them ; 
and adds, '' Be ye perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfects Ob- 
serve from hence the great importance of 
a holy life, and strive to learn the need of 
God's grace to make us pure in heart; and 
as he has promised to give his holy Spirit 
to them who ask him (Luke xi. 13). let us 
pray earnestly for this inestimable blessing, 
that our hearts may be truly purified and 
sanctified. 




If to the altar tfwu with gifts repair 

Unreconcifd.ejcpect no audiofice there! 

J'/l9/?^^^/z^e fi/^f/ thy brother, else in uain 

^^^/ny/ea^'h t/ioic dost acceptance hope togc 
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BROTHERLY LOVE. 

■ FoargiYe, foiydven! my followers prove ; 

Melt canes down with pray'rs, and hate with love, 
. Tony gnat exampler, miake that love divine, 

Whose froitfol show'rs still fall, whose sun does shine. 

BY our brother, we are to understand any 
person, though ever so much our inferior; 
for we are all made of one blood. Oppro- 
brious language to our brother, when it pro- 
ceeds from anger and malice within, is great 
wickedness. Christ says, '' Whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a came, shall 
he in danger of the judgment, and whosoever 
shall say to hi^ brother, Raca, shall be in 
•danger of the council; but whosoever shall 
say. Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell 
fire!" (Matthew v. 22.) Let us then care- 
fully preserve and promote christian love 
and peace with all our brethren ; and if at 
any time a breach happens, we^koviLd\&W^ 
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for a recoQciliation, by confessing our faulty 
begging his pardon, and making or offering 
satisfaction for wrong done in word or deed; 
and this we should do quickly: because, 
till this be done, we are unfit for communion 
with God in holy ordinances. 

When we are addressing ourselves to any 
religious exercises, it is good for us to take 
that occasion of serious reflection and self- 
examination. Envy, malice, and unchari- 
tableness are so displeasing to God, that 
nothing can please him which comes from 
a heart so corrupted. Love is so much bet- 
ter than all bumt-offerings and sacrifice, 
that God will have reconciliation made with 
an offended brother before the gift is offered. 
" Leave there thy gift before the altar. ^^ 
One sin will never excuse another, but will 
rather double the guilt. Want of charity 
cannot j ustify the want of piety. The diffi- 
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culty is easily got over: those who have 
n^ronged us, we must forgive; and those 
whom we have wronged, we must make sa- 
tisfaction to, or at least offer it, so that if re- 
conciliation be not made, it may not be our 
feult. Till this be done, we lie exposed to 
much danger. If the offence we have com- 
mitted exposes us to legal punishment, it is 
our wisdom and duty to prevent that by hum- 
ble submission, and a just and peaceable 
satisfaction. A prison is an uncomfortable 
place to those who are brought to it by their 
own pride and prodigality. And also upon a 
spiritual account, because while the quarrel 
continues, they are unfit to come to the table 
of the Lord, so they are unfit to die ; if 
they persist in this sin, there is danger lest 
they be suddenly snatched away by the 
wrath of God, whose judgment they cannot 
escape. Hell is a prison foi all\JaaX» Vc^^^ssA. 
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die in malice and uncharitableness : out of 
that prison there is no rescue, no redemption. 
If we examine the state of our hearts, and 
the government of our passion, we shall feel 
our great need of forgiveness, and also per- 
ceive our need of the aid and powerful in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit in seeking peace 
with God, through Jesus Christ. When we 
^eflec^on the great uncertainty of life, we 
shall feel how needful it is to seek peace with 
God without delay. 
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MATTKEV Vn. 




Tojibdge €uwthju:let not m.an presu 
As /led have merqy at the i/jst ffrrat < 
My^/7/ /v'fl^/W mecLWJT f/otf to othef\? g. 
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THE SINNER REPROVED. 

Why 80 exact and nice, fond mortal, why, 
To find small motes within thy brother's eye ; 
Though beams within thine own thou can'st not spy. 

WE must not judge our brother, that is, 
we must not speak evil of any one ; we must 
not judge rashly, nor pass judgment upon 
our brother without any ground. We must 
not judge uncharitably, unmercifully, nor 
with a spirit of revenge. We must not judge 
ihe hearts of others, nor their intentions ; 
it is God's prerogative to try the heart. 

If we judge others, we may expect to be 
ourselves j udged. Commonly, none are more 
censured, than those who are most censo- 
rious. 

Christ did not forbid his disciples to form 
a judgment of men's state and character, ac- 
cording to their avowed principles and con« 
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duct ; and many of our duties require us so 
to do. But we ought not to be officious, 
rash, or severe, in forming a judgment; 
or hasty in declaring it. 

What would become of us, if God should 
be as exact and severe in judging us^ as some 
are in judging others? We may justly ex- 
pect it, if we are extreme to mark what our 
brethern do amiss. In this, as in other 
things, the violent dealings of men return 
on their own heads. ' 

Jesus Christ says," Judge not, that ye he 
not judged. And why heholdest thou the 
mote (the lesser sin) that is in thy brothers 
eye, but considerest not the beam (the greater 
sin) that is in thine own eye ? Thou hypo- 
crite, first cast out the beam out of thine own 
eye ; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast 
out the mote out of thy brother's eye.** 
(Matthew vii. 1,3,5.) 
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[ere is a just reproof to the censorious^ 
\ quarrel with their brethren for small 
to, while they allow themselves in great 
\. Some sins are comparatively as motes, 
le others are as beams; some as a gnatf 
irs as a camel ; but not that there is any 
little ; if it be a mote, or splinter, it is 
he eye; if a gnat, it is in the throat; 
I painful and perilous, and vre cannot be 
' or well till they are got out. That 
ch charity teaches us to call but a splin- 
m our brothers eye, true repentance and 
ly sorrow will teach us to call a beam in 
ovni. There are many who are under 
guilt and dominion of great sins, and yet 
ify themselves, as if they needed no ro- 
mance nor reformation ; it is as strange 
a man can be in such a sinful, misera- 
:ondition, and not be aware of it, as that 
an should have a beam in his e^e.^ ^.\^dL 
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not considei it; but the god of this world 
blinds their minds. 

This is a good rule for reprovers. Go in 
the right method, first cast the beam out of 
thine own eye. I must first reform myself, 
that I may help to reform my brother, and 
qualify myself to reprove him. 

All reformation and practical religion 
should begin in ourselves ; and instead of 
being uncharitably severe in censuring 
others, we should carefully look into our own 
hearts and conduct, condemn and correct 
what is amiss in ourselves j and let Jesus' 
law of honesty and brotherly kindness be 
the constant rule of our life and actions. 




Th'o paths tfure are, thm'ivTuofi aR mjortaUspo, 
This leads to b/flss, and. that declines to woe, 
^/^ r/?/??/?t7/(y /V.y crowded every where , 
^^r /■/>•// y//r c/fi//, t/tc irtfitj.and the CaiT. 
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THE BROAD AND NAUROW WAY. 

Ah, fondly-blmded, whitlier -vnll they mn ; 
Vthj m such headlone-haste to be undone f 
See, how they press, death's ample gate to win, 
How heedless of the flames that glares within! 

OXJB blessed Saviour came down from 
heaven to teach us not only what we are to 
know and believe, but also what we are to 
do; not only our duty towards God, but 
towards men. We must, in our dealings 
with mankind, suppose ourselves in the 
particular case and circumstances of 
those with whom we have to do, and act 
accordingly — ^in short, we should ever bear 
in mind, our Saviours sublime maxim, 
"Do unto all men as you would they 
should do unto you'' And if you would be 
holy and happy members of Christ's king- 
dom of glory, you roust follow his direc- 
tions. '' Enter ye in at the strait gate ; for 



62 

wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destructioriy and many there he 
that go in thereat : strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that ^nd it.'' (Matthew 
vii. 13. 14.) 

Observe, there are but two ways, right 
and wrong, good and evil; the way to 
heaven, and the way to hell^n the one of 
which all are going; there is no middle 
place hereafter, no middle way now. All 
the children of men are saints or sinners, 
godly or ungodly. If we follow the multi- 
tude, it will be to do evil ; if we go with 
the crowd, it will be the wrong way. 

That which should affright us from it 
is, that it leads to everlasting destruction. 
Whether it be the high-way of open profane- 
ness, or the back-way of close hypocrisy. 
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if it be a way of sin. it will be our ruin, if 
we repent not. 

Christ graciously deals faithfully with us, 
and tells us thatlhe gate is strait. Con- 
version and regeneration are the gate to en- 
ter this way, out of a state of sin into a state 
of grace. This is a strait gate, hard to find, 
and hard to get through. The mind must 
be changed, corrupt habits broken oflf; 
much opposition must be struggled with. 
It is easier to set a man against all the world 
than against himself, and yet this must be 
done in conversion. High thoughts must 
be brought down ; we must deny ourselves^ 
we must be willing to forsake all for an 
interest in Christ. The gate is strait to 
all, but to some straiter than to others ; it is 
to the rich, or to those that have been long 
prejudiced against religion. The gate is 
strait; but blessed be God, it is not yet shut 
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up, nor locked against us, nor kept with a 
flaming sword, as it will be shortly. 

The matter is fairly stated : life and death, 
good and evil, are set before you — ^both the 
ways, and both the ends. Now let the mat- 
ter be considered impartially, and then 
choose which you will walk in. Delay 
not ; but enter ye in at the strait gate ; ap- 
ply to it by sincere and constant prayer, 
and a wide door shall be opened, and an 
effectual one. It is very true, we can nei- 
ther go in, nor proceed, without Divine 
grace ; but it is as true, that grace is freely 
offered, and shall not be wanting, to all those 
that earnestly seek it. ''Let us therefore 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy ^ and find grace to help in 
time ofneed'^ (Heb. iv. 16.) 



MATTHEW Vn. 




Who hears attentive, and my fvotxi obeys, 
Jle's lihr the man that firm roundauons' lays, 
^//. a s/7r?//f/ /vc/c, wlime luuUiing storms de/ies, 
^y/^y////// /yf//fs descend , and anaty hi Hows rise 
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THE WISE & FOOLISH BUILDERS. 

But see how the Heav'ns with clouds and tempests frown, 
What cataracts of rain come pouring down ! 
TilTwith a crack the walls come tumbling o'er, 
Ana spread the fisdthless sands whereon they stood before. 

JESUS CHRIST preached his gospel 
of the kingdom, that is, of grace and glory; 
and wherever he vrent, he confirmed his 
Divine mission by the variety of miracles 
which he wrought. On his famous Sermon 
on the Mount, which we noticed generally 
in pages 49 to 53 of this work, he was fol- 
lowed by great multitudes anxious to hear 
his heavenly doctrine. This sermon, how- 
ever frequently read, is always new. It is 
the longest public discourse of Christ that 
is written for our instruction, and every 
part of it is connected with the great doctrine 
of salvation. The true gospel of Christ is 
more practical than any o\\\^x ^Q^\,'TOi^\'^^si&. 
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none will be happy in this world, or in the 
next, who do not seek it from Christ by the 
rule of his word. '' Whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, anddoeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wise man, who built his house 
upon a rockr (Matthew vii. 24.) 

The general scope of this parable teaches 
us to hear and to do the sayings of the Lord 
Jesus. We have every one of us a house 
to build, and that house is our hope for 
heaven. It ought to be our chief and con- 
stant care to make our calling and election 
sure, and so we make our salvation sure. 
All who take upon them a profession of re- 
ligion, ptrofess to inquire '' what they shall 
do to be savedr 

There is a rock provided for us to build 
this house upon, and that rock is Christ. 
We must ground our hopes of heaven upon 
the ininth^ of Christ's merit for the pardon 
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of sin; the power of his Spirit, for the sanc- 
tification of our nature; and the prevalence 
of his intercession, for the conveyance of all 
that good which he has purchased for us. 
There is that in him, as he is made known 
to us in the gospel, which is sufficient to 
answer all the necessities of our case; he is 
a Saviour to the uttermost. The church is 
built upon this rock, and so is every believer. , 
He is strong and immovable as a rock; we 
may venture our all upon him, and shall not 
be made ashamed of our hope. 

Those hopes which are built upon Christ, 
the Rock, will stand when the storm comes. 
They will be preservation, both from de- 
sertion and from prevailing disquiet. They 
will be as an anchor of the soul, sure and 
stedfast. Those hopes will take off the ter- 
ror of death and the grave ; will carry cheer- 
fully through that dark \^XVe^ \ ^^Vl "^c^- 
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proved by the Judge; and will be crowned 
with endless glory. 

Thosehopes which foolish builders ground 
upon any thing but Christ, will yield no 
true comfort and satisfaction in trouble, in 
the hour of death, and in the day of judg- 
ment. The house fell in the storm, when 
the builder had most need of it, and ex- 
pected it would be a shelter to him. It 
fell when it was too late to build another. 
May the Lord make us wise builders for 
eternity! May we come to Christ; hear, 
believe his word, and show our faith by 
our works of conscientious, unreserved 
obedience. Then nothing shall separate 
us from the love of Christ Jesus. 
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MATTWKW IX. 



'» 




IVhrn Ihme had spmid the palsij'd sci rants ens 
.hi other, /nipe/ing of t lie scune iiusease, 
yy//r/ru/// ///r f/neoverii mot' liU Vrictids corm 
ri///// ^// ////» /;yy ^;/' Jrsns hurnhlii Uu 
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JESUS HEALS A PARALYTIC. 

Pleased with their faith Christ said — ^Thy sins forgiv'n, 
1 loose on earth, and thou art loos'd in Heav'n: 
He Jrose to health and vigorous strength ; and bore 
The useless couch away, on which he laid before. 

'*THE Y brought to him a man sick of 
the palsy, lying on a bed; and Jesus see- 
ing their faith, said unto the sick of the 
palsy. Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 
forgiven thee.'' (Matthew ix. 2.) The faith 
of the friends of the poor afflicted man, 
was a strong faith ; they firmly believed 
that Jesus Christ both could and would 
heal him 

The favour of Christ, in what he said 
to him; "Son be of good cheer; ihy sins 
he forgiven iheej' This was a sovereign 
cordial to a sick man, and was enough to 
make all his bed in his sickness; and 
to make it .easy to him. Christ bids Kvss. 
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to be of good cheer, and then he is in- 
stantly cured. He would have those to 
whom he bestows his gifts, to be cheer- 
ful in seeking him, and in trusting in him ; 
to be of good courage. Thy sins are for- 
given thee, therefore thou shalt be healed. 
Sin may be pardoned, and yet the sick- 
ness not removed ; the sickness may be re- 
moved, and yet sin not pardoned: but if 
we have the comfort of our reconciliaton to 
God, with the comfort of our recovery from 
sickness, this makes it a mercy indeed. 
Whether the sick man most desired or 
expected this forgiveness at the hands of 
Christ, we cannot tell ; but if he thought 
not of it, what a surprise of love ! They 
that earnestly seek pardon with sorrow, 
shall assuredly find it with joy ; and they 
that find it without previous sorrow, shall 
jret be sure to feel that sorrow for sin 
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after they receive pardon, if they do not 
before. Well may Christ say. Be of good 
courage, thy sins are forgiven thee. What 
can dismay after this ? The heart wholly 
filled with Divine peace and love, bears 
up all, and sorrow is turned into joy. 
But though this is great encouragement 
to sinners, it is by no means an encou- 
ragement to sin. If thou confess thy sins 
to Jesus Christ, as thy malady and misery, 
and pray to be cured of and be delivered 
from them, it is well ; but to presume to 
come with them, as thy darlings and de- 
light, thinking still to retain them, and 
receive Christ's favour, is a great mis- 
take, a miserable delusion. The intention 
of the blessed Jesus in the redemption he 
wrought, is to separate our hearts from 
all sin. 

The scribes cavilled ^.t tV^A. ^\ss.^ 
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Christ said and did> and branded it as 
blasphemy ; and so it would have been, 
if he had not had Divine power for it. 

Our Lord Jesus has perfect knowledge 
of all that we say or think within our- 
selves. Thoughts are secret, yet open be- 
fore Christ, the eternal Word. He could 
say to the scribes, who disputed his power. 
Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts ? 
There is a great deal of evil in sinful 
thoughts. In them lies the root of bitter- 
ness . He asserted his authority in the king- 
dom of grace; and showed that the Son 
of man, the Mediator, has power on earth 
to forgive sins. Christ's miricles clearly 
confirm that he was the Son of God ; the 
power that appeared in his cures, proved 
him actually sent of God; and the pity 
that appeared in them, proved that he came 
from heaven " to seek and to save'' 



MATTHEW IX. 




As in his office their he sal and toLd 
TheplUleiify; hen/Ks of aUrommajidinif goUt, 
yy/r///y,\; s//e/rr/s /u/ents, him our. Lord, did .see , 
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MATTHEW CALLED. 

Struck with his words he runs without delay, 
The w'orld has nothing now to bribe his stay. 
O! may we imitate his happy choice! 
like him, O Son of God! obey thy voice. 

"JESUS saw a man, named Matthew, 
sitting at the receipt of custom ; and he 
saith unto him. Follow me; and he arose, 
and followed him.'' (Matthew ix. 9.) 
Matthew, surnamed Levi, was a native of 
Galilee. He was called by Jesus Christ 
to be a witness of his words and works. 
This sacred penman continued to attend 
our Lord till his resurrection; and he, 
with the other apostles, received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pente- 
cost. 

Matthew was sitting at the receipt of 
custom, for he was a publican, or collector 
of the taxes. He was in is calling, like 
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the rest were of those whom Christ called. 
But it was a calling of ill name among 
the Jewish people, because it was attended 
with much corruption and temptation, and 
there were few in that employ who were 
honest men. Matthew himself owns what 
he was before his conversion, as does 
St Paul (1 Timothy i. 13), that the grace 
of Christ in calling him might be the 
more magnified. 

That word was enough, " Follow me ;" 
that power sweetly inclines, which could 
forcibly command. We are all naturally 
averse from thee, O God ; do thou bid us 
follow thee ; draw us by thy powerful word, 
and we shall run after thee. Speak by the 
eflfectual word of the Spirit to our heart : the 
world cannot hinder us ; Satan cannot stop 
our way ; we shall arise and follow thee. 

A saving change is wrought in the soul 
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by Christ as the author, and his word as 
the means. The call -was efifectual, for 
Matthew arose, and followed him imme- 
diately; neither denied nor deferred his obe- 
dience. The power of Divine grace answers 
and overcomes all objections. Neither his 
commission for his place, nor his gains by 
it, could detain him, when Christ called 
him. He quitted his post, and though we 
find the disciples that were fishers, occasion-- 
ally fishing again afterwards, we never find 
St. Matthew at the receipt of custom again. 
Christ, in all his discourses, urges the na- 
ture and end of his own commission. His 
errand was to call to repentance. This was 
his first text, (chap. iv. 17,) and it was the 
tendency of all his sermons. The gospel call 
is a call to repentance ; a call to us to change 
our mind, and to change our way. His 
errand lay not with the righteous, b\it^^^\s. 
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sinners. That is, if the children of men 
had not been sinners, there had been no oc- 
casion for Christ's coming among them* 
He is the Saviour, not of man as man, but 
^f man as a fallen creature. Had the first 
Adam continued in original righteousness, 
we had not needed a second Adam. Let tis 
then inquire whether we have discovered 
our need of a Saviour, and have learned to 
follow the directions of his gospel. 

The important instruction with which 
the Gospel of St. Matthew is filled, cannot 
fail to render the study of it increasingly 
satisfactory to every pious mind. Let us 
lift up our hearts in constant prayer for 
faith in believing the doctrine and precepts 
which here, by Divine authority, demand 
our attention. 




Some sutien demon did a w retell ini^ade , 
y)/id sfniek hitn djimlf, to Jesus brought for aid , 
^y// ^y//',^w¥ '////// /irsi he him sun'vij'd , 
-^^/ /y/^/y ////' /'/fne/ d/slodtjc. n7io f I(HT8 noi sic 
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JESUS CASTS OUT A DUMB SPIBIT 

Tho/ murmr'ing and reluctant flies away 
The poor man freed from his infernal guest 
His great physidan's power aloud confess'd 

''THEY brought to him a dumb man 
possessed of a devil. And when the devil 
was cast out, the dumb spake: and the 
multitudes marvelled, saying. It was never 
so seen in Israel (Matthew ix . 32, 33.) 

Here is the healing of a dumb man. 
His case was very deplorable. This poor 
creature they brought to Christy who healed 
not only those that came of themselves in 
in their own faith, but those who were 
brought to him by their friends in the faith 
of others. 

''When the devil was cast out, the dumb 
spake'' Christ's cures strike at the root, 
and remove the effect by taking awa^ tK^ 



78 

cause; they open the lips, by breaking 
Satan's power in the soul. When Christ, 
by his grace, cast the devil out of a soul, 
presently the dumb speaks. 

The Pharisees blasphemed. When they 
could not gainsay the convincing evidence 
of these miricles, they fathered them upon 
the devil, as if they had been wrought by 
compact and collusion. Because the people 
marvelled, they must say something to 
diminish the miracle, and this was all they 
could say. 

Nothing can convince those who are un- 
der the power of pride. They will believe 
any thing, however false or absurd, rather 
than the Holy Scripture ; while the reflec- 
tions they cast on those who are doing good 
to their fellow-creatures, only show the 
enmity of their hearts against God. 

Though the Pharisees cavilled at Christ, 
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and opposed him, he went on with his holy 
work ; he told them of a kingdom of grace 
and glory, now to be set up under the 
government of a Mediator : this was good 
news, glad tidings of great joy. 

He visited not only the great and wealthy 
cities, but the poor obscure villages ; there 
he preached, there he healed. The souls of 
the meanest in 4;he world are as precious to 
Christ, and should be so to us, as the souls 
of those of the great and rich. He, there- 
fore, to prove that the design of the Gospel 
is to heal and to save, was graciously pleased, 
when he appointed his twelve disciples, to 
give '' them power against unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and heal all manner of sick" 
ness and disease "(x. 1.) 

Great multitudes resorted from distant 
places to hear Christ ^s doctrine and witness 
his miracles. They weie \^?Ki^^^v>ks^% xc^ 
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MATTHEW XZV. 




/*etr/' ie(ipd down and trod (he /fo/stc/vas wave, 
Jkit sin /a /If/ ai'djtl last. (I master sa^cf " 
jSiir ^////^ //// ///// /ffs ff^^fii ot^ rat til upbraid ; 
^y^^Af /^j ///r s///y; /// stit'nj/ liini ronvn^'d. 
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CHRIST SAVES PETER. 



It was a dismal and tempestuous night 
No cheerful star's afford their friendly light; 
When across the lake the twelve directly bore ; 
The Master left behind them on the shore. 



IT was an instance of Peter s faith, that 
he ventured upon the water when Christ 
called him. To quit the safety of the ship, 
regardless of the threatening waves, argued 
very strong dependence upon the power and 
word of Christ. 

He bids him come. The Gospel call is 
come, come to Christ ; yes, you may venture 
all in his hands, and commit the keeping of 
your souls to him ; venture through a stormy 
sea, a troubled world* to Jesus Christ. He 
bore him up when he did come. ''Peter 
walked upon the water.'' (Matthew xiv. 
29.) Through faith and the strength of 
Christ we are borne u^ above the worlds 
Q 
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enabled to trample upon it, kept from sink- 
ing into it, preserved from being over- 
whelmed by it, and obtain victory over it. 

Christ bid him come, not only that he 
might walk upon the water, and thereby 
know his Lord's power, but that he might 
sink, and feel his own weakness ; for, as he 
would encourage his faith, so he would check 
his confidence. 

Peter was afraid. The strongest faith 
and the greatest courage have a mixture of 
fear. Those that can say, "Lord, Ihelieve^ 
must also say, '' Lord, help thou mine un- 
belief.'' Nothing but perfect love will cast 
out fear. 

Observe the effect* of this fear. While 
faith kept up, Peter kept above water; but 
when faith faltered or wavered^ he began ta 
sink. We are upheld, as we are saved, 
trough faith. He cried, "Lord, save me.'' 
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Christ is the great Saviour; he came to 
save : those who would be saved, must not 
only come to him, but cry to him for salva- 
tion. '' Lord, have mercy uponus. Christ, 
have mercy upon us.'' 

Our discouraging doubts and fears are 
all owing to the weakness of our faith. 
Could we but believe more, we should doubt 
less. Jesus doth not cast off weak believers, 
but he is not pleased with the weakness of 
our faith. " Wherefore didst thou doubt ? " 
Our doubts and fears would soon vanish 
upon strict inquiry 'into their cause; for 
there is no good reason why Christ's disci- 
pies should be of a doubtful mind. 

When Christ was come into the ship, 
they were presently on the shore. The 
storm ceased. When Christ comes into a 
soul^ he calms all uneasiness, and commu- 
nicates peace. 
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None but the Saviour could multiply the 
loaves, none but its Governor could walk 
upon the waters of the sea: the disdples 
yield to the evidence, and confess their faith; 
"Of a truth thou art the Son of God T 
They knew before that he was the Son of 
God, but now they know it more fully. 
Faith, after a conflict with unbelief, is some- 
times the more active. It is good for 
children to know more and more of the cer- 
tainty of those things wherein they have 
been instructed. 

The disciples were suitably affected ; they 
worshipped Christ. Faith is the proper 
principle of worship, and worship the 
genuine production of faith. He that comes 
to God, must believe ; and he that believes 
in God, will come. (Hebrews xi. 6.) 



MATTHEW XV. 




^? //e blinded leadet^^ o/'//?e blind 

/^/ /y//// f/{'f/ /lo/H' (be nrujs oC lite (o find; 
>^//^^ ///r /?// (f/'/fi(i/t ifou all .^/lall ^lide ; 
^////^y/////////,^/;v/,y/ ;,yy/^ their unritithfiil guul£.. 
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THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES. 

God's command our parents bids obey, 
On pain of death; but your traditions say; 
Whoe'er to corban does his substance give, 
He need no more his aged sire relieve. 

OUR Lord's fame became so great, that 
some of the inhabitants of Jerusalem came 
to watch and ensnare him. The scribes 
and Pharisees accused him, saying '' Why 
do thy disciples transgress the tradition of 
the elders? But he answered, and saidn 
Why. do ye also transgress the command^ 
ment of God by your tradition ? For God 
commanded, saying. Honour thy father and 
mother: and. He that curseth father or 
mother, let him die the deaths (Matthew 
XV. 2,3, 4). 

Our blessed Lord spoke of their tradi- 
tions as novel inventions of their own, and 
pointed out one instaixcfem^Vadvi ^CJw^^'^ja* 
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notoriously the case, that of their transgress- 
ing the fifth commandment. The whole 
of children's duty to their parents is includ- 
ed in honouring them, and is the foundation 
of all the rest. Our Saviour here speaks 
of the duty of children in supporting their 
parents, and being in every way serviceable 
to their comfort ; aud he insists upon the 
penalty annexed to the disobeying of this 
commandment, ''He that curseth father 
or mother, let him die the death'' By our 
Saviours application of this law, it appears, 
that denying service or relief to parents is 
included in cursing them. 

Their tradition was — That a man could not 
in any case bestow his worldly estate better 
than to give it to the priest, and devote it to 
the service of the temple. And all other obli- 
gations, though ever so just and sacred, 
were superseded, and a ixvaiv ^^."^ \\vftxe.bY 
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discharged from them. This proceeded partly 
from the superstitious regard they had to 
the temple, and partly from th^ir love of mo- 
ney; for what was .given to the temple, 
the priests were gainers by. See how they 
allowed the application of this to the case 
of the children, • When their parents' ne- 
cessities called for their assistance, they 
pleaded . that all they could spare from them- 
selves and their children, they had devoted 
to the treasury of the temple ; and therefore 
their parents must expect nothing from 
them. Many undutiful, unnatural children 
made use of this plea, and the Pharisees 
justified them in it. 

Whatever leads to disobedience, does, in 
effect, make void the command ; and those 
who take upon them to dispense with God's 
law, do, in Christ's account, repeal and dis- 
annul it. To break the \aw \^\i^<i.\\s^v^ 
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teach men so, as the scribes and Pharisees 
did, is much worse. But thanks be to God, 
in spite of them, and of all their traditions, 
the command stands in full force and power. 
Particularly note our Lord's regard to the 
right discharge of duties to each other, espe- 
cially of that of children* to their parents. 
No forms, notions charities, nor any thing 
else that looks like faith, zeal, and piety, 
can prove those to be true Christians who 
neglect to honour their father or mother, or 
to supply their wants. 

''Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord ; for this is right. Obey your parents 
in all things; for this is well pleasing to 
the Lord'' (Ephesians v. 1, Colossians 
iii, 20. 




Too soon did he his f^Uow servant Cind , 
l''mni whonL,as chaneii a tiiriinp snni hehinrt , 
y^/y/ /////u//rr/ pr/ice. was on ncvontu iinpafd. 
/^^r?////>u/ /,f,sr/xti h/m did the wn\v\\ npbJ-nid, 
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THE CRUEL FELLOW-SERVANT. 

"Cruel and wicked!" thy request 1 heard, 
And hadst thou no compassion, no regard 
To other's prayers? Hence from my sight away. 
In dungeon mourn, till thou the debt do pay. 

THE Lord's "servant went out, and 
found one of his fellow-servants which owed 
him an hundred pence : and he laid hands 
on him, and took him by the throat, saying. 
Pay me that thou owest. And his fellow- 
servant fell down at his feet, and besought 
him^ saying, have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee all. And he would not, but 
went and cast him into prison, till he should 
pay the debt^ (Matt, xviii. 28, 29, 30.) 
The haughty servant s extreme severity to- 
wards his poor fellow-servant, notwith- 
standing his Lord's clemency toward him» 
represents the sin jof those who are unmerci- 
ful towards their fellow-crealMt^^, H^s^^^sc^ 
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small the debt, compared with the ten thou- 
sand talents which his lord forgave him — 
only a hundred pence. What needed this 
violence? How submissive the debtor was! 
,the poor man's request was, " Have patience 
with mer He thus honestly confesses the 
debt, and only begs for a little time. 

The rest of the servants were much con- 
cerned. They came and told their lord. 
But observe how the master reproved the 
servant's cruelty, Unmercifulness is great 
wickedness. He upbraids him with the 
mercy he had found. Consider, it was all 
that debt ; that great debt : ten thousand 
talents. The master thence shows him the 
obligation he was under to be merciful to 
his poor fellow-servant. It is justly expect- 
ed that such as have received mercy, should 
show mercy. From what we have felt our- 
selves, we can better have fellow-feeling 
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with our brethern. The master revokes 
his pardon. He delivered him to the tor- 
mentors, till he should pay all that was 
due unto himself. 

We do not forgive our offending brother 
aright, or acceptably, if we do not forgive 
from the heart, for God knows the secrets 
of all hearts. No malice must be har- 
boured there, no projects of revenge or de- 
sire of it. Those who do not forgive their 
brother's trespasses, never truly repented 
of their own, nor ever truly believed the 
gospel ; and therefore that which is taken 
away, is only what they seem to have. It 
is indispensably necessary to pardon and 
peace, that we not only act justly, but we 
must love mercy. It is an essential part 
of that religion, which is pure and undefiled 
before God and the Father, of that wisdom 
from above, which is gentle ot^^ ^^«^ \x>>\^^ 
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entreated. How will they answer, who, 
though they hear the Christian name, 
persist in unmerciful treatment of their 
brethren, as if the laws of Christ might be 
dispensed with, to gratify their unbridled 
V passions*? 

The humbled sinner relies only on free, 
abounding mercy, through the ransom of 
the death of Christ., His sins are thus 
blotted out, while his conduct towards 
others proves him a partaker of the Spirit 
of Christ. Let us then seek more and more 
for the renewing grace of God, to teach us 
to forgive others as we hope to be forgiven 
bv Him. 



MdTTHKW XXII 




Amidst the o carded nmn a wretch (ippeavs, 
IMio in eontempt a sordid cinniictd irears/ 
^^/^•//r>/// rrv//////J^fds to sn'/A\ ami hbui \\i\\\ {\\^t, 
^^^^^ ////^^ ^////uj^'o/^,sf/crf)/uid Idler daiiiiuss cnsL 
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THE MARRIAGE FEAST. 

A monarch who, with regal pomp and state. 
The nuptuals of his son would celebrate, 
His servants sent t* invite the country round; 
But all, with one consent, excuses found. 

'' A CERTAIN king made a marriage 
for his son. And when the king came in 
to see the guests, he saw there a man which 
had not on a wedding garment. The king 
said to the servants. Bind him hand and 
foot, and take him away,'' &c. (Matt xxii. 
% 11, 13.) 

This parable of the marriage feast dis- 
plays the motive of Christ's humiliation, 
with its effects upon his people, and on the 
despisers of his gospel. The abundant and 
rich provision made for sinners in the gospel, 
is represented by a royal feast made by a 
king, with all the eastern magnificesnce and 
liberality^ on the occasioTi ot^k'^xsfiK^ias^ 
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of his son. The king is God, a great 
King, King of kings. Christ is the Bride- 
groom ; the church is the bride ; the gospel 
day is the day of his espousals. The gospel 
covenant is a marriage covenant betwixt 
Christ and believers. A feast was made 
for love, it is a reconciliation feast, a token 
of God's good-will toward men. 

The gospel calls and offers are repre- 
sented by an invitation to this feast. The 
guests first invited were the Jews, The 
guests are called, or bidden to the wedding. 
All that are within hearing of the joyful 
sound of the Gospel, to them the word of 
this invitation is sent. But they made light 
of the marriage feast, because there w«e 
others things they had more mind to. The 
business and profit of worldly employments 
prove great hinderance to many in coming 
to Christ li h true, that both farmers and 
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merchants must be diligent but not so as 
to keep them from making religion their 
first consideration. 

The king saw a man who had not 
on a wedding garment. This man was 
not naked ; some raiment he had, but 
not a wedding garment. Those, and 
those only, who put on the Lord Jesus, 
that have a Christian temper of mind, 
and are adorned with Christian graces, 
who live by faith in Christ, have the 
wedding garment. 

There are many in the church who are 
false friends to Jesus Christ ; who say that 
they love him, while their hearts are far 
from him. "How earnest thou in hither ?'' 
The king does not chide the servants for 
letting him in, but checks his presumption. 
The day is coming, when hypocrites will 
be called to account for all theit ij^\%s9;v!S!C^ 
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tuous intrusion into gospel ordinances, and 
usurpation of gospel privileges. 

He was speechless ; being condemned by 
his own conscience. Those who lived with- 
in the church, and who died without Christ, 
will not have one word to say for them- 
selves in the judginent of the great day ; 
they will be without excuse. He is pinion- 
ed, as condemned malefactors were. In 
the day of judgment, hypocrites will be 
bound ; angels shall bind up these tares 
in bundles for the fire (Matt. xiii. 41); 
they cannot resist or out-run their pu- 
nishment. 

" Take him away /" Those who walk 
unworthily of Christianity, forfeit all the 
happiness they presumptuously claimed. 
He is ordered into ''outer darkness; there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth J' 
{Matt xxii 13.) 



MATTHEW XXIV. 




On lofty OLivet, beneath Ute shaxie. 
Whence the demoted city he su?^ei/'d, 
^^/^ tfan'our sat/ihe Aposttes him attend, 
^^^za^as/r //im, fvhcn the worldL woald i^i\d. 
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SIGNS OF CHRIST'S COMING. 



Apd ^e to JQjd^ent.comje? He thus replie 
Be not deceiy'd; for nation first must rise, 
Encountering natipn, pli^es and fitmine reign. 
These the beginning of their, the hopeless, pain. 

OUR Lord proceeded with his disciples 
to the Mount of Olives, where the temple 
was full in view; and as he sat on the 
mount the disqiples asked him, ''sayings 
Tell uSy when shall these things be? and 
what shall be the sign of thy comings and 
of the end of the world f^ (Matthew xxiv. 3.) 

When shall these things be? Christ gives 
th^m no answer to that question, for it is 
not for us to know the times ; but they had 
asked. What shall be the sign? This ques- 
tion he answers fuUy, for we are concerned 
to imderstand the signs of the times. The 
prophecy primarily respects the events near 
at hand — ^the destruction of J^tM^\fc\£L,**iifc 
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period of the Jewish church and state> the 
calling of the Gentiles, and the setting up 
of Christ's kingdom in the worid ; but it 
also points to the general judgment. It is 
observable, that what Christ here saith to 
his disciples, tends more to engage their 
caution than to satisfy their curiosity ; more 
to prepare them for the events that should 
happen, than to give them a distinct idea of 
the events themselves. Christ's warnings 
are designed to engage our watchfulness ; 
and though the elect shall be preserved from 
delusion, yet they will be preserved by the 
use of appointed means, and regard to the 
cautions of the word. We are kept through 
faith in Christ's word, which he has told 
us before. 

Our Lord fortells wars and great com- 
motions among nations. When Christ was 
lH)m, there was universal peace in the em- 
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pire. From the time that the Jews rejected 
Christ, and he left their house desolate, the 
sword never departed from them, because 
he had given it a charge against a hypocri- 
tical nation and the people of his wrath. 

Concerning Christ's second coming, it is 
foretold that there shall be a great change, 
in order to the making all things new. Then 
shall be the restitution of all things. It 
shall be a visible change. It shall be a 
universal change. The glorious appearance 
of our Lord Jesus, who will then show him- 
self as the brightness of his Father's glory > 
and the express image of his pei'son, will 
darken the sun and moon ; they will have 
no glory, because of the glory that excelleth. 
(2 Corinthians iii. 10.) 

There is a certain day and hour fixed for 
the judgment to come ; it is called the day 
of the Lord, because so unaU^xaJ^Vj ^jas^. 
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No man knows it; not the wisest, not the 
best, by any Divine discovery. We all 
know that there shall be a day, but no one 
knows when it shall be ; no, not even the 
angels. This is one of those secret things 
which belong to the Lord. The uncertainty 
of the time of Christ's coming is, to those 
who are watchful, a savour of life unto life, 
and makes them more watchful ,• but to those 
who are careless, it is a savour of death unto 
death, and makes them more careless. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, we thy children 
earnestly desire to be found in the number 
of thy faithful and adoring servants at thy 
second coming to judge the world ; and hope, 
through thy mercy, to be admitted into thine 
.everlasting kingdom in heaven. 



IdATTHEW XXV. 




j4 Lojxi, e'er he to disiajit ngioris goes, 
^//zo/i^ hi^ seiy'ants woulci Ms goods dispose y 
^^^ ta/e/i/s^ o/ie, the seeond two receives, 
^ ^^>i^//e tn/e^t to the last he gtvts. 
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THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS. 

The two, so well in trade the stock he lent 
LnproT'd, they gained their master cent, per cent. 
The third with lazy stubbornness and pride, 
His useless talent in the ground did hide. 

" TO one he gave Jive talents^ to another 
twOy and to another one; to every man ac-- 
cording to his ability ; and straightway took 
his journey'' (Matthew xxv. 15,) In this 
parable the master is Christ, the servants 
are Christians, his own servants, and should 
be devoted to his praise, and employed in 
his service. 

Two of the servants were diligent and 
faithful ; as soon as their master was gone; 
they applied to business. The endowments 
of the mind must be used in subservience 
to religion ; the enjoyments of the world 
must be improved for the honour of Christ. 
The ordinances of the Gosjgel, ^.\li w«. ^^ 
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portuiiities of attending them, must be im- 
proved to the end for which they were insti- 
tuted, and communion with God kept up 
by them ; and the gifts and graces of the 
Spirit must be exercised: this is trading 
with our talents. 

The third servant did ill. Doubtless 
there are many that have five talents, and 
bury them all ; great abilities, great advan- 
tages, and yet do no good with them : and 
if he who had but one talent, be reckoned 
with for burying that one, much more will 
they be accounted offenders that have more. 

He hid his talent in the earth (ver. 25), 
for fear it should be stolen ; he did not mis- 
spend or misemploy it, but he hid it, Trea. 
sure heaped together is an evil, it does good 
to nobody; and so it is in spiritual gifts — 
many have them, and make no use of them. 
Those who have estates, and do not devote 
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them to -works of piety and charity ; those 
who have power and interest, and do not 
with it promote religion in the places where 
they live; and ministers that have capa- 
cities and opportunities of doing good, but 
do not stir up the gift that is in them, are 
slothful servants. 

Christ will call those, and those only, 
good servants, that have done well ; for it is 
by patient continuance in well-doing that we 
seek this glory and honour. 

The master said unto each of the two 
diligent servants on reckoning with them, 
^'Well done, good and faithful servant: 
thou hast been faithful over a few things^ 
I will make thee ruler over many things . 
enter thou into the Joy of thy lord.'' (ver. 
21, 23.) 

The slothful servant is sentenced to be 
deprived of his talent* Tbfcm^e»ssvsi^^\*^c>^ 
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part of tfie parable we have in the reason 
of the sentence. To every one that hath shall 
be given. This may be applied to the bless- 
ings of this life. These we are intrusted 
with, to be used for the glory of God, and 
the good of those about us. Now he who 
has these things, and uses them for these 
ends, shall have abundance. 

The slothful servant is sentenced* — His 
doom is, to be cast into outer darkness. 
Here, as in what was said to the faithful 
servants, our Saviour goes out of the parable 
into the things intended by it, and this serves 
as a key to the whole. Outer darkness, 
where there is weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, is, in Christ's discourses, a usual 
expression denoting the miseries of the 
wicked in hell. 



JOTTHEW XKV. 




The Son of man with all hJs glory crown'd 
Jits fatJicfb niadal :yef rants woLtuig round; 
Z^^// />/ //f/r/r/mirrn his tndiuni Ihrone, i;hai( came, 
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THE LAST JUDGMENT. 

On his right hand shall then the sheep be seen, 
The goats on th' left; how vast a gulph between! 
Then to the just — O, of my Father bless'd! 
Ck>mey come to joy, and peace, and endless rest ! 

CHRIST'S appearing to judge the world 
will be splendid and glorious. ''The Son of 
man shall come in his glory ^ and all the 
holy angels with him. And before him shall 
be gathered all nations ; and he shall sepa- 
rate them one from another ^ as a shepherd 
divideth the sheep from the goats.'' (Mat- 
thew xxv. 31, 32.) Well may the Christian's 
eye and heart be fixed upon this unspeak- 
ably momentous event, as the glorious object 
of his hopes ; well may he be continually 
preparing for that day. The great distinc- 
tion will then be made between the wicked 
and the godly, and their final doom pro- 
nounced everlastingly. This is comijared 
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to a shepherd's dividing between the sheep 
and the goats. Jesus Christ is the great 
Shepherd; he now feeds his flock like a 
shepherd, and will shortly distinguish be- 
tween those that are his, and those that 
are not. 

The process of the judgment concerning 
the godly must be first disposed of, that they 
may sit with Christ in the judgment of the 
wicked, whose misery will be aggravated by 
their seeing Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
admitted into the kingdom of heaven pre- 
pared for all believers, ''from iht foundation 
of the world.'* 

To the wicked on the left hand, the Judge 
will say, " Depart from me, ye cursed."" 
Every word has a terror in it. In this world 
they were often called to come to Christ ; to 
come for life and rest, but they rejected his 
gracious calls: justly are they bid to depart 
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from Chrifit, that would not come to liim. 
'^Depart, ye cufsed,.'' Those who would 
Dot come to Christ to inherit a blessing, 
must depart from him under a curse. The 
righteous are called, '' The blessed of my 
Father ;" for their happiness is owing to the 
grace of God; and his blessing alone. 

The punishment of the wicked will be an 
everlasting punishment, for the state is an 
unalterable state. It can neither be thought 
that sinners should change their own na- 
tures, nor that God should give his grace to 
change them, when in this world the means 
of grace were abused. The wicked shall be 
made to go away into that punishment ; not 
that they will go willingly ; they are driven 
from light into darkness : it speaks an irre- 
sistible conviction of guilt, and final despair 
of mercy. The righteous shall go away 
into life eternal. The life o^ \Jck^ %wjJiL\fc>s^:!S2sa^ 
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from its union with God, by the mediation 
of Jesus Christ. The heavenly life con- 
sists in the vision and enjoyment of God, in 
a perfect conformity to him, and an unin- 
terrupted communion with him. It is 
eternal life. 

Thug life and death, good and evil, the 
blessing and the curse, are set before us, 
that we may choose our way, and so shall 
our end be. Let us take warning, and seek 
that faith in Christ which produces love to 
him and obedience to his commands, that 
we may abound in fruits of righteousness 
here, and be numbered among his saints 
in glory everlasting. 



MdTTBEW XXVI. 




And now the scured festal day took phwe^. 
Which hamsh'dy leaven from the chosen ract^. 
^^i^ /^^ri/?/es came to ask our Lord, whjcre. 
^^^<^/ '^/o//M /or /lim the paschal feast pixpare. 
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THE PASSOVER. 

The master saith, "this day 111 h6ihj guest. 
And with thee celebrate the paschal feast" 
They went, and all things found as he declar'd. 
And soon the wine, and bread, and sacred lamb prepared* 

**AND he saidy Go into the city to such 
a marly and say unto him^ The Master saithy 
My time is at hand, I will keep thepassover 
at thy house with my disciples. And the 
disciples did as Jesus had appointed them ; 
and they made ready the passoverJ' (Matt, 
xxvi. 18, 19.) 

We have here an account of Christ keep- 
ing the passover. It was a tradition of the 
Jews, that in the days of the Messiah they 
should be redeemed on the very day of their 
coming out of Egypt ; and Christ died the 
day after the passover, in which day they 
began their march. 

Observe the place which was particularly 



no 

appointed by our Lord to the disciples. 
He knoweth those who favour his cause, 
and will graciously visit all who are will- 
ing to receive him, as he did this man. 

" Tell hiniy My time is at handr Christ 
means the time of his death ; the time, the 
hour fixed in the counsel of God. He knew 
when it was at hand. We know not our 
time, and therefore we should always be 
ready. 

*' Tell him J I will keep thepassover at thy 
hotise, as the Master.'' Thus, when Christ 
by his Spirit comes into the heart, he de- 
mands admission, and he gains admission, 
as one who has- all power in the heart, and 
cannot be resisted. His people shall be 
willing, for he makes them so " I will keep 
the passover with my disciples'' Wherever 
Christ is welcome, his disciples should also 
be welcome. The disciples did as Jesus 
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had appointed. Those who would have 
Christ's presence with them in the gospel 
passover, must strictly observe his instruc- 
tions. 

We have here Christ's discourse with 
his disciples at the passover supper. The 
usual subject at that ceremony was the 
deliverance of Israel out of Egypt; (Exodus 
xii. 26, 27) ; but the great Passover is now 
ready to be offered. He had often told 
them, that the Son of man should be be- 
trayed ; now he tells them, that one of them 
should do it, that, when they saw it, they 
might have their faith in him not dimi- 
nished, but confirmed. The disciples were 
troubled that they were left in uncertainty 
which of them it was. Though not con- 
scious themselves of any such inclination, 
they feared, and asked, Lord, is it I? 

Judas also asked, Is it \l ^:q^\^iXSN%>iwfe 
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suspicion of guilt from his silence. Many, 
whose consciences condemn them, are very- 
industrious to justify themselves before 
men. Christ soon answered his question. 
Those who betray Christ will betray them- 
selves; their own tongues will be their 
accusers. 

Self-examination, and fervent prayers, 
are especially proper before partaking of 
the Lord's Supper; that, as Christ our Pass- 
over is now sacrificed for us, we may keep 
this commemorative feast with sincerity 
and truth, renewing our repentance, our 
fiiith in his blood, and ^^ giving up ourselves 
to his service."" 



MATTMBW JULVI, 




Ihe nuffHenng hand approach our Lord, who kntw, 
jind darii tfie tmr^f iheuiMuiiannis rage couhi do, 
^/fya/tt^ed to meet t/ie/fi; by tMw traxtor fowul, 
^i^ ff/r// a Aiss bctraij'd fies seiz'd and. homxA., 
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JUDAS BETRAYS CHRIST. 



KotCepbas Uiia; who drew his shining Made, 
And ihroQgh the thicke'st at the traitor made. 
And missing him, the blow on Malchtis feU, 
Lbpp'd off his ear, biir Lord h|s forward zeal 
Repibves, and did thewosimded servant faiBaL 



THE traitor Judas, knowing the place 
of our Lord's retirement, led thither an 
armed multitqde, with some of the priests 
and mlers; and in order to distinguigU 
Jesus, he went up to him and kissed him. 
^^ Judas gave them a sig??^ saying. Whom" 
soever I shall kissj that same is he: hold 
him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus^ 
and saidy Hail, Master, and kissed himJ* 
(Matt. xxvi. 48, 49.) Our Lord rebuked 
his hypocrisy and ingratitude, calling him 
friend, and asked, why he came thus at- 
tended ? " TTien came they and laid hands 
0n Jesus, and took him. And oivt oj \\«xfv 
1 
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drew kis swordy and struck a servant of the 
high priest' Sy and smote off his earS (ver. 
60, 61.) Our Lord reproved this, intima- 
ting that their warfeire was to be of a spi- 
ritual nature. He needed not such help, 
as an innumerable company of angels were 
at his bidding. But then, how should the 
scriptures be fulfilled, that " the Messiah 
fnust be cut off, and numbered with the trans- 
gressors?'' (Isa. Iiii.l2.) 

Though Christ was crucified apparently 
through weakness, it was voluntaiy; he 
submitted to death. This pro ves that Christ 
crucified is the power of God. 

Christ inquired why they had come out 
fagainst him thus armed, when he had daily 
iatppeared among them unarmed, and only 
with a few fishermen around him^ in the 
most peaceable manner. If he had not 
been willing to suffer, l\ie;^ cwild not con- 
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quer him ; but, beiag willing to suiier, it 
was folly to come thus armed. 

Whatever provocations or trials we may 
meet with in the world, we should learn of 
Jesus to possess our souls in patience, and 
not to use any weapons or violence, except 
arguments, prayers, and kind actions. Our 
heavenly Advocate will give all needful 
protection ; but when our appointed time 
is come, we must submit. 

All this was done that the scriptures 
might be fulfilled. The scriptures are ful- 
filling -every day ; and all those scriptures 
which speak of the Messiah, had their full 
accomplishment in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The disciples forsook him and fled. When 
they perceived that he intended quietly to 
yield himself up, their boasted courage and 
resolution failed. His words were thus ful- 
filled, but their conduct sv^'^ ti^X. ^-iw^x^afc^- 
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Our Lord so far overawed the whole 
•party, that they offered no violence to the 
disciples. It was their sin ; and it was a 
great sin for those who had left all to follow 
Jesus, now in this great extremity to leave 
him for what they knew not. What folly, 
for fear of death, to flee from Him whom 
they knew and acknowledged to be the 
Fountain of Life ! 

It was a part of Christ's sufferings. Christ 
in this was made a '^ curse for us^^' being 
left as one separated to evil. The blessed 
Saviour of sinners stood thus alone ; as he 
needed not, so he had not the assistance of 
any others in working out man's salvation. 



MATTHEW ULVU, 




Bound and ahus'd, our patient lord thet/ hear 
To Tllate's palace^ and accuse him there, 
y^/a//* i/f rat// the intwcent woutd save, 
^y r//7///o/v//s crowti a rniurletrr would Have. 
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CHRIST DELIVERED TO PILATE. 

A murderer and a rebel, — ^then in bands, 
Before the Prince of life : be wash'd bis bands 
To sbow bim guiltless of tbe blood was sbed« 
(Ab, vdn 'lustration) tben be dooms bim dead. 

" AND when they had bound him^ they 
led him away, and delivered him to Pontius 

.Pilate the governor'' (Matt, xxvii. 2.) 

Jesus Christ was now to be the great 
Sacrifice. They bound him and led him 
through Jerusalem, to expose him to deri- 

;8ion and contempt, where he was but a few 
days before held in great veneration by the 
public. They delivered him to Pilate. 

^Christ was to be the Saviour of Jews and 
Gentiles^ and both took part in his death. 
The money paid to Judas for betraying 
Christ, was by him delivered back. Thus^ 
even this apostate was made a witness of 
Christ's innocence, which was ^loc^ tA 
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Christ in the midst of his sufferings, and a 
proof of his victory over Satan. Whatever 
were his views when he betrayed his Lord, 
he saw his conduct in a very different light 
when Jesus was condemned. Then he re* 
pented himself, hut it was not the true 
repentence of humility, fear, faith, hope, 
love, godly sorrow, confession, and re- 
nouncing of all sin. His conscience was 
filled with horror and remorse. He could 
not but feel the excellency and holiness of 
Jesus ; the miracles he had witnessed, and 
the wisdom and love of his gracious Lord, 
must have rushed into his distracted mind. 
Satan, who had tempted Judas to pre- 
sumption, now left him to despair. He, in 
the fullest manner, acknowledged to the 
chief priests that he had sinned, and be- 
trayed an innocent person ; but the rulers 
were determined to put Jesus to death. 
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This completed his ruin ; casting down thc( 
iXM^eyjt h» cl^rte4> and immediately went 
and hanged himself^ not being able to en- 
dure the terror of Divine wrath. 

But they had thirsted after this bloods 
and hired Judas to betray it, and had now 
condem^ it tp be shed unjustly. Thus do 
fools make a mock at sin^ as if no harm 
w^re doQQ> no hazard riin^ by committing 
the gr^t^i^t wickedness* 

5e^ here how carelessly tfeey speak of the 
sin of Judges. It is folly fpr us to think 
that the sins of others are nothing to us^ 
especially those sins we are any way ac- 
cessary to, or partakers in. But the judg- 
ment of God is according to truths not ac- 
cording to comparison. 

This is an instance of the wretched end 
of those whom Satan beguiles^ particularly 
such as are given up to the love of mone^*> 
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' tad we have an instance of the wratli of 
God revealed from heaven against the un- 
godliness and unrighteousness of men. ''The 
wages of sin is death ; but the gift of God 
ii eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord."" (Rom. vi. 23.) 

Let us inratch against the beginning ofeyil, 
and avoid covetousness^ and earnestly pray, 
and endeavour to feel, when we say. Lord, 
'' lead us not into temptation^ but deliver us 
from evil; for thine is the kingdom^ and the 
jpowerj and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen."' 



MATTHEW XXVni. 




Sorrows, begone, no longer well deplore,, 
l^urjordts risen,andwe must sigh no more.- 
<^ee AiMi, on Tabor, his dectples mt^t, 
^^&^ at?uA//ht t/emblingjoy thty Idss hi^ feet 
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CHRIST RISEN FROM THE DEAD. 

What love, what awe, what nugesty and graoe t 
Dazzling his fonn, ineffiihle his face ; — 
Go then, for thus I your commission sign. 
Disciple all the world, and make them mine. 

"TjETE angel saidj He is risen. And 
go quickly, and tell his disciples, that he is 
risen from the dead, and, behold, he goeth 
before you into Galilee; there shall ye sec 
him; h, I have told you.'' (Matthew, 
xxviii. 5, 7.) i 

Our blessed Lord renewed his choice 
of the eleven as his apostles, and com- 
missioned them to go into all the world to 
preach his Gospel to every creature : and 
he solemnly commanded his apostles to go 
forth among all nations. But they were 
still so much under the influence of Jewish 
prejudices, that they did not understand 
this as authorizing them to ^te^.ck<^^3w. 
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Gentiles, till a considerable time after the 
descent of the Holy Ghost. The apostles, 
when first sent out, were forbidden to go 
into the way of the Gentiles, but now they 
were sent to all nations. Salvation by 
Christ is offered to all, and none excluded 
who do not, by their unbelief and impeni- 
tence, shut themselves out. The salvation 
they were to pre^h, is a common salvation ; 
whoever will, let him come and take the 
benefit ; there is no differeqce or respect 
of persons with Chrbt Jesus. 

The general nature of baptism has been 
noticed (page 25); we have here that in,- 
stiUition appropriated to the Christian dis^ 
pensation. The apostles were commanded 
to baptize in the name of the Father^ the 
&f^ and the Holy Ghosts This is un- 
deniable proof of the doctrine of the Trinity; 
afthe Godhesid of the Son, and of the dig- 
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linct personality and Godhead of the Holy 
Ghost. To be baptized in their name, 
implies professed dependence on those 
Persons jointly and equally, and devoting 
ourselves to them. This cannot be ac- 
counted for on any other principle, than 
the mysterious unity of three coequal 
Persons in the unity of the Godhead. 

Christianity is the religion of a sinner 
who applies for salvation from deserved 
wrath and from sin; he applies to the 
mercy of the Father, through the person 
and atonement of the incarnate Son, and 
by the influence of the Holy Spirit j and 
in consequence gives himself up to be the 
worshipper and servant of the triune Jeho- 
vah, in all his ordinances and command- 
ments. 

Baptism is an outward sign of that in- 
ward spiritual grace; a washva^^<wt%»3aR,^ 



124 

fication of the Spirit, which seals and 
evidences the believer's justification. When 
our Lord had appointed this ordinance, and 
directed the apostles to teach their future 
converts to observe all things whatever he 
had commanded them, he said, Lo, I am 
with you always^ even to the end of the 
world. 

Let this lead us to turn the promise into 
a prayer for ourselves, and for every part 
of the church. Even so, Lord Jesus, be 
thou with us and all thy people ; cause thy 
face to shine upon us ; " that thy way may 
be known upon earthy thy saving health 
among all nations. Let the people praise 
theey O God; yea^ let all the people praise 
thee.*" (Psalm Ixvii.) 
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3LiRK XII. 



63 




When the wealthier crowd had left the place,' 
^ needy widow, with dejected ftiee, 
t99^e^e/ /terfwo poor mites, iwas a(( her store, 
^^/f ^^^^/sA'd, and inward sigh'd .she had no more. 
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THE WIDOW AND HER TWO MITES. 

Not unconcem'd did this our Saviour see, 

But prais'd the widow's generous poverty. 

The rest but their superfluous weidth had thrown^ '* 

Nor would their coffers miss it when 'twas gone. 

/ 

*• THERE came a certain poor widow^ 
and she threw in two mites, which make a 
farthing.'' (Mark xii. 42.) 

Our Lord, when finally about to leave 
the temple, sat down over against the trea- 
sury, into which the people put money for 
defraying the expenses incurred for the 
services of the temple. He saw several 
rich persons giving large sums; at length 
a poor widow put in two mites, which make 
a farthing, and he declared that ^'she had 
cast in more than all the rest J" Their larger 
donations were only a part of their supers 
fluities, and bore no proportion to their 
abundance; she cast in all her liviu^> 
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haviog nothing left. All she had to depend 
upon was what she might earn by her la- 
bour, or receive as alms. Doubtless our 
Lord saw that she did not do this out of 
singularity, or in expectation of praise or 
reward, but in dependence on the Divine 
promises and providence. 

From this humble offering, remember 
that what we rightly give for the relief of 
the poor, and the support of God's worship, 
is consecrated to God ; and our Saviour 
approTes with pleasure whatever we have 
in our hearts to give to the relief of his poor 
members, or for his service. He sees every 
hand that is stretched out for such pur- 
poses. Pounds were little to the rich ; two 
mites were all to her. Christ judged of 
the offering by the intention of the giver, 
rather than by the amount of the gifl. The 
poorest are able to perform works of kind- 
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itiesS) and can exercise charity accoiding to 
their mea^s. " Blessed is he that cansidereth 
the poor and needy : ihe Lord shall deliver 
him in the time oftroubkr (Psahn xii. 1,) 
Let us also not forget that Jesus still sees 
faow much, and from what motires, men 
contribute. He looks at the heart; he ob- 
serves what principles they dxA ysfbvk^ and 
what their views are in giving alms ; and 
whether it is done unto the Lord, or only 
to be seen of men. He approves of libe- 
rality in the rich ; they should apportion a 
part of their wealth more than they gene- 
rally do, to works of piety and charity; 
but it should be done in siniplicity. If 
objects of charity do not present themselves 
that require so much, they ought to inquire 
them out, and to devise liberal things. Nor 
should they be flattered that their gifts will 
atone for any ungodliness ot \et^^\!filw 



128 

neglect of the cause of Christ. Neither 
should the poor be discouraged in their 
humble endeavours to show the sincerity 
of their love. 

Many would have been ready to censure 
this poor widow, and to think she did ill ; 
why should she give to others, when sh^ 
had little enough for herself? But our 
Saviour commends her; therefore we are 
sure that she did that which was pleasing 
in his sight. Public charities should be 
encouraged, — they bring upon a nation 
public blessings; and the feeble efforts of 
the poor to honour their Saviour, will be 
commended in that day when all the splen- 
did actions of unbelievers vnll be unnoticed^ 
CHT exposed to deserved contempt. 




A vial or pures't naryi Man/ hmught, 

That e'fr for timce Us wctght was Ixtught , 

Mfi/^i o'er his head she hwlwjihc ncA perfame 

/?iyry/sfn(j all Aixxbia vonmX the ix)oiix . 



129 
CHRIST ANOINTED AT BETHANY. 



Whilst the good deeds this penitent has wrought, 
Shall thrpngh the world be with my gospel tau^t; 
As long as earth remains, or as the sim 
Shall round the radiant belt his glorious circle run. 



^'^ AS he sat at meat, there came a woman 
having an alabaster box of ointment of 
spikenard, very precious ; and she brake 
(he box, and poured it on his head.'' 
(Mark xiv. 3.) 

The woman is supposed to have been 
Mary, the sister of Lazarus. She poured 
the ointment upon the head of Christ ; this 
was accounted the highest respect. It may 
be looked upon as an act of faith in our 
Lord Jesus^ the Christ, the Messiah, the 
Anointed : it signified that she believed in 
him as God's Anointed. Where there is 
true love in the heart to Jesus Christ, no- 
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thing will be thought too precious to bestow 
upon him. 

The disciples said, " To what purpose 
is this waste ?" This shows the want of ten- 
derness towards this pious woman. We 
must learn to be cautious lest we become 
censorious of the zeal of others. What we 
may impute to want of prudence, God may 
accept as an instance of abundant love. We 
must not say. Those do too much in religion, 
that do more than we do ; but rather let us 
endeavour to do as much as they. We 
must not think that any thing is wasted 
which is intended to honour Christ, or the 
time wasted that is spent in his service, or 
the money wasted which is laid out in any 
works of piety. 

Christ reproved his disciples for trou- 
bling this good woman. Observe his rea- 
$on; ''And Jesus said. Let her alone ; why 
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trouble ye her? she has wrought a good 
work on me. For ye have the poor with 
you always J and whensoever ye will ye may 
do them good; but me ye have not always. 
She hath done what she could: she is come 
beforehand to anoint my body to the bury- 
ing: (ver. 6, 7, 8.) 

Those who have a heart to do good, never 
need to complain for want of opportunity. 
We can never fail to find in this world some 
to whom Christ will have kindness shown 
as to himself. There are other opportu- 
nities of doing good, which come seldom ; 
are short and uncertain ; and which require 
peculiar diligence to improve whilst in our 
power. 

The more Christ's servants and their ser- 
vices are reviled, the more he manifests his 
acceptance. This answer had a mystical 
meaning. " She did it for my buriaU' 
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This was as it were the embalming of his 
body : because the doing of that after his 
death would be prevented by his resurrec- 
tion, it was done before. 

This act of faith and love was so remark- 
able, that the preachers of Christ crucified, 
and the inspired writers, could not but take 
notice of this passage ; and being once en- 
rolled in the sacred records, it could never 
be forgotten. It would be reported as a 
memorial of Mary s faith and love to all 
future ages. This is a remarkable prophecy, 
Christ knew that he should influence the 
evangelists to record this event, which might 
appear trivial among the great actions of 
our blessed Lord's public life; and the 
accomplishment of it has been equally re- 
markable. 



MARK XVL 




Saure had thr sober mornings douMfbJ rxiy 
IkchvrM the mn and wcuiid the s/iade.9 away, 
mr/i tffc two Mojys met with pious care 
nufoOit t her r Master in tke .sepiacVvriL. 
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THE EESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 

*<I know your cares, dispel your causeless fear; 
Jesus you seek ; he's risen, lie is not bere. 
Tllis joyfdl news to his disciples bear; 
For Galilee he's gone, to meet them there." 

^* MARY Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome^ had bought 
sweet spices J that they might come and anoint 
him. And very early in the morning they 
came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the 
sunr (Mark xvi. 1, 2.) The women who 
had attended Christ before his crucifixion, 
visited his sepulchre. On their arrival, an 
assurance was given them by an angel, that 
the! Lord Jesus was risen from the dead. 
They entered into the sepulchre a little way, 
and saw that the body of Jesus was not 
where they left it. 

The sight of the angel might justly have 
encouraged them^ but they were affrighted 
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The angel silences their fears by assuring 
them there was cause for triumph. As 
angels rejoice in the conversion of sinners, 
so they do also in the consolation of saints. 
" Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was 
crucified'' (ver. 6.) The inquiries of be- 
lieving souls after Christ, have a particular 
regard to him as their crucified Saviour. 
The angel speaks of Jesus as one that was 
crucified. The thing is past; ye must not. 
dv^ell so much upon the sad circumstances 
of his crucifixion, as to be unapt to believe 
the joyful news of his resurrection. He 
was crucified, but he is glorified. '* He is 
risen, he is not here,'' not dead, but alive 
again; hereafter you will see him, but you 
may here see the place where he was laid. 
They must tell the disciples that he is 
risen. Go quickly to them, tell them that 
their Master is risen ; this will keep them 
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from despair. Christ is not ashamed to 
own his poor disciples, now he is in his 
exalted state. 

They must also tell Peter. He is par- 
ticularly named ; Tell Peter, it will be most 
welcome to him ; for he is in sorrow for sin, 
and no tidings can be more welcome to true 
penitents than to hear of the resurrection of 
Christ, because he rose again for their 
justification. He will be afraid lest the 
joy of this good news do not belong to him; 
therefore go to Peter by name. 

The Lord Jesus appointed them all, and 
Peter by name, to meet him in Galilee. The 
meetings between Christ and his disciples 
are all of his own appointment. Christ will 
be sure to meet his people with the promised 
blessing, in every place where he records 
his name. 

The women ran with all the haste Ox^^ 
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could to the disciples. See how much we 
are enemies to ourselves and our own com- 
forts, in not considering what Christ hath 
declared to us, Christ had often told them, 
that " the third day he would rise again T 
had they given him due credit, they would 
have come to the sepulchre, expecting to 
have found him risen ; and would have re- 
ceived the news of it with joy, and not with 
terror and amazement. Being ordered to 
tell the disciples, the women named nothing 
of it to any person they met, for they were 
afraid. Disquieting fears often hinder us 
from doing that service to Christ and to 
the souls of men, which, if a lively faith 
were strong in us, we might do with joy 
and gladness. 




S/te,JasYp/hs gardener him supposing, said, 

/9/r// //fr, tell anywhere mi f Lord pouvelaid" 

'M//7// /fe said;tlu' nmsievs xoxc^ she Knew, 
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CHRIST APPEARETH TO MARY. 

Startling she turns, and, glimmering thro' the leaves, 
Somethmg thai seems of human form perceives. 
Which kindly ask'd her — whf she wept^ and whom 
She sought so near the solitary tomb ? 

" WHEN Jesus was riseriy he appeared 
Jirst to Mary Magdalene. And she went 
and told them that had been with him^ as 
they mourned and wept. And they, when 
they heard that he was alive, and had been 
seen of her, believed not.'' (Mark xvi. 
9, 10, 11.) 

The fervency of Mary Magdalene's aflfeo 
tion to the Lord Jesus is here shown. She 
staid at the sepulchre when Peter and John 
were gone. She wept at the remembrance 
of his bitter sufiFerings, and the loss which 
she and others sustained ; and as she wept, 
she looked into the sepulchre, where she 
saw two angels in white, sittm^. TI?w^ 
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spoke to her, asking the cause of her sorrow. 
She seems, in her confusion, not to have 
discerned what they were. *' Why weepest 
thou ,<?" I have cause enough to weep, said 
she, for " they have taken away my Lord^ 

Before the angels gave Mary any answer, 
Christ satisfied her inquiries. Mary longs 
to see the dead body of Christ, and com- 
plains of the loss of that, — and behold, she 
sees him alive! 

In this appearance of Christ to Mary, she 
knew not at first it was Jesus. He asked 
her, " Womauy why weepest thou?'' She 
did not give a direct answer, but supposing 
him to be the gardener, said, '* Sir, if thou 
have carried him hence^ tell me where thou 
Iiast laid him, and I will take him away.' 
Christ at length made himself known to 
her, and gave her proofs of his resurrection. 
Jesus saith unto her, '^ Mary.'' It was said 
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with that kindness with which he was wont 
to speak to her. She was at once aware 
who it was ; ' It is the voice of my Beloved.' 
She turned, and said, ^^Rabboni? Is it my 
Master? Is it indeed? My Master, my 
great Master.-' 

Mary, supposing that he was risen, as 
Lazarus was, to live among them as he bad 
done, probably was about to take his hand 
or cling to his feet in her usual manner: 
this mistake Christ rectified ; she must be- 
lieve him, and adore him, as exalted. He 
forbids her to expect the continuance of his 
bodily presence; he was no more in the 
world ; and therefore she must look higher, 
and look further, than the present state of 
things. He directs her not to tarry, and 
gives a message for his disciples. Though 
he was now entering upon his glory, yet 
he owns his disciples as hU \yt^\!Kx.^>js.. 



140 

Though they had forsaken him and fled, 
yet he forgives. 

This was Mary's reward for her con- 
stancy, and a rebuke to the apostles, who 
had not been so close in attending on the 
dying Jesus, nor so early as she was in 
meeting the risen Jesus. 

Mary Magdalene then came and told the 
disciples that she had seen the Lord alive ; 
he had spoken these things unto her, as a 
message to be delivered to them ; and she 
delivered the message faithfully. Those 
who have the happiness, to enjoy the 
blessings of the grace of Jesus Christ 
themselves, will, on all suitable opportu- 
nities, most cheerfully communicate it, 
to the benefit of others. 




A*sftonish'd,Feter 1ineel'd,(uxd thus hegtm, 

J)eparr from me, forl'm a i^itvflil man/ 

Vr/ZA- nor, hut follow nif, our Lord rtpUes; 

yy?^rta'/orih uon men slxaU lala.their soilU a 

nobler ^vw. 
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THE DRAUGHT OF FISHES. 

What can we hope, he says, but fruitless pain 
Where all the night we've loil'd, and toil'd in vainf 
Yet at thy word we'ill try, and, as he spake 
They cast, and then a numerous draught they take. 

*" WHJEN Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus' knees ^ sayings Depart from 
me^for I am a sinful man^ O Lord. For 
he was astonished at the draught of the 
fishes which they had taken. And Jesus 
said unto Simon, Fear not, from henceforth 
thou shall catch men.'' (Luke v. 8, 9, 10.) 

Christ preached the gospel of the king- 
dom of heaven, that is, of grace and glory; 
and wherever he went he confirmed his 
Divine nnission by a variety of miracles- 
The people pressed upon Jesus, to hear the 
word of God. And as he stood by the lake 
of Gennesaret, every one striving to get 
near him, he was crowded ; so he went iuto 
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the ship that belonged to Simon. There 
he sat down, and taught the people his 
heavenly doctrine. These fishermen had 
some conversation with him before, at 
John^s baptism, (John i. 40.) but now were 
called intp more intimate fellowship with 
the Lord. 

When Christ had done preaching, he 
ordered Peter to apply to the business of 
his calling. He commanded Peter and his 
crew to cast their nets into the sea, which 
they did, in obedience to him, though they 
had been hard at work all night, and had 
caught nothing. 

The draught of fishes was miraculous. 
By this Christ showed his power and do- 
minion in the seas, as well as on the dry 
land. He hereby gave a specimen of their 
success to those who were to be his am- 
bassadors in the world. It greatly corro- 
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borates the evidence of Christ's miracles, 
that those best acquainted with them most 
admired them. And when Christ's works 
of wonder are works of grace to us, then 
especially they command our faith in his 
doctrine. 

Peter, above all the rest, was so aston- 
ished, that he thought himself unworthy of 
the favour of Christ's presence in his boat. 
His acknowledgment was very just, and 
what it becomes us all to make : '^ I am a 
sinful mariy O Lord.'' Even the best men 
are sinful, and should be ready on all occa- 
sions to acknowledge it, and especially to 
Jesus Christ. Let us ask, to whom else 
but to Him who came into the world to 
save sinners, should sinful men apply? 
Peter might well, in a sense of his own 
sinfulness, cry out on a sudden, " Depart 
from Twe." We are all sinful, therefore Je&ua 
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Christ might justly depart from us. But 
we must fall down and pray to him that he 
would not depart from us ; for woe unto 
us, if he leave us — if the Saviour depart 
from the sinful man ! Rather let us entreat 
him to come and dwell in our hearts by 
f^.ith, that he may transform and cleanse 
our hearts from sin. 

Christ took occasion from hence to inti- 
mate to Peter, and soon after to James and 
John, (Matt. iv. 21.) his purpose to make 
them his apostles. He said unto Simon, 
Thou shalt both see and do greater things 
than these. Fear not. By Peter's preach- 
ing, three thousand souls were in one day 
added to the church. Thus the type of 
this great draught of fishes was truly 
exemplified. 




JUch Simon did a splendid feast provide, 
JV/?r ^/lerr his company oar lord denied; 
^/ 9rom/in /tenrd ,an(i ^weepii^g, enler'd, in.. 
m^^se i/aon.ssoul had long be^n stmnUwlOtsut. 
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CHRIST ANOINTED BY A WOMAN. 

False Judas straight mth indijgnation cried, — 
This waste might to the poor have been supplied. 
''Blame iu>t, " our Lord rcqoins, "her pious care, 
Agfiinst my funeral she didst this prepare/' 

"il WOMAN in the city which was a 
sinner y when she knew that Jesus sat at meat 
in the Pharisees houscy brought an ala- 
baster box oj ointment^ and stood at his feet 
behind him^ weepings and began to wash his 
feet with tears, and did wipe them with the 
hairs of her heady and kissed his feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment.'' (Luke 
vii. 37, 38.) 

Observe the great respect a poor peni- 
tent sinner showed to Christ. A woman 
in the city, who was a sinner, having been 
converted from her wicked course of life by 
his preaching, came to acknowledge her 
obligation to him. She appears to bax^ 

la 
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heard Christ's instructions with great at- 
tention, and to have been thereby brought 
to a deep conviction of her guilt and dan- 
ger, and to unfeigned repentance for her • 
sins. She seems to have perceived him to 
be the promised Messiah, a spiritual Re- 
deemer, the Saviour of sinners, and to have 
expected forgiveness and blessings from 
him. She wanted to hear more of his en« 
couraging words, and to express her grati- 
tude to him; she therefore followed him 
into the Pharisee's house. She washed his 
feet with her tears, and anointed his feet 
with ointment, owning him thereby to be 
the Messiahy the Anointed. She thereby 
showed strong affection to the Lord Jesus. 
Our Saviour took special notice that she 
loved much. 

None can truly perceive how precious 
Christ ifl, and the glory of the gospel, ex- 
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cept the truly penitent. But while they 
feel they cannot sufficiently express self- 
abhorrence on account of sin, and admira- 
tion of his mercy, the self-righteous will 
be disgusted, because the gospel encourages 
only real repenting sinners. 

The Pharisee, instead of rejoicing in 
these tokens of her repentance, confined 
his thoughts to her former bad character, 
and appeared to form an evil opinion of 
Jesus, because he allowed such a woman 
to approach him. Christ contrasted her: 
conduct with that of the self-righteous Pha- 
risee. He reasons thus : This woman ha^ 
been a sinner y but she is a pardoned sin- 
ner, therefore a penitent sinner ; what she 
did was an expression of her great love to 
her Saviour, by whom her sins were forgiven. 
The Pharisee doubted whether Christ was 
a prophet ; but Christ sliOYis iWl Vva-^-^ 
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more than a prophet j for he is one that has 
power on earth to forgive sins, and to whom 
are owing the affections of penitent, par- 
doned sinners. Without free forgiveness 
none of us can escape the wrath to come ; 
this our gracious Saviour hath purchased 
with his blood, that he may freely bestow 
it on every one that believes in him. 

Christ, by a parable caused Simon to 
acknowledge that the greater sinner this 
woman had been, the greater love she ought 
to show to Him when her sins were par- 
doned. Now we, being obliged to forgive, 
as we are, and hope to be forgiven, may 
from hence learn our duty ; for be assured, 
those shall have judgment without mercy, 
who show no mercy to others. 




Fow, with Ms twelve, the nois{t town ht Uayes, 
^ri/f Manful them at Bethany irceives; 
So7frlt07is her (juest to erittriaVrLj 
^/^///' Mary did at Jfsns feet remaVrv. 
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MARTHA ENTERTAINS CHRIST. 

One thing is needful : O, let that be sure, 
The way to bliss that ever shall endure : 
But Mary doth with happier judgment choose ; 
Her's is the better part which she shall never loose* 

MARTHA complained that her sister 
Mary neglected to assist her in providing 
for the company expected at her house. 

^^And Jesus said unto her^ Martha, 
Martha^ thou art careful and troubled 
about many things ; but one thing is need- 
ful: and Mary hath chosen that good party 
which shall not be taken away from her.'' 
(Luke X. 41, 42.) 

Our Lord, as soon as he came into Mar- 
tha's house, applied himself to his great 
work of preaching the gospel. Mary sat 
"with great attention at his feet ; but her 
sister was cumbered about much serving, 
when she should hayebeeum\\iV«i>^^e^» 
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sitting at Christ's feet, to hear his word. 
Worldly business is a snare to us, when it 
hinders us from serving God, and getting 
good to our immortal souls. 

What needless time is wasted, and ex- 
pense often incurred, in the entertainment 
of friends, and even of ministers and pro- 
fessors of the gospel ! Sometimes the persons 
employed for this, like Martha, lose their 
temper, break the Sabbath, and compel their 
servants and others to neglect the duties 
and privileges of religion. Martha, being 
angry at her sister, appealed to Christ. 

Though Martha was on this occasion 
faulty, yet she was a true believer, and in 
her general conduct she did not neglect 
''the one thing needfuV We may there- 
fore suppose that Christ's seasonable re- 
proof had its proper effect. He reproved 
her that she sViouiflL XltocJl Vs^ ^U-aae hiixi 



151 

with a splendid entertainment, and for per* 
plexing herself to prepare it for him. It 
aggravated the sin and folly of her care, 
that but one thing is needful. This is cer- 
tainly meant of what Mary made her 
choice — sitting at Christ's feet ^ to hear his 
word of salvation. Martha was troubled 
about many things, when she should have 
applied herself to one; godliness unites the 
heart, which the world had divided. Mar- 
tha's work was good in the proper season 
and place ; but now she had something to 
do unspeakably more needful, therefore it 
should be first attended to. The favour of 
God is the only thing absolutely needful 
to our final happiness; the salvation of 
Christ is absolutely needfiil to us sinners. 
Where this is attended to, all other things 
will be pursued in subservience to it. 
Ctrist declared, " Mary HalU Oiv^^i^ 
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the good part.'' She had justly given the 
preference to that which best deserved it. 
" For one thing is needful ;" this one thing 
that she has done, to give up herself to the 
guidance of Christ her Saviour. 

What Mary then heard from those sacred 
lips, we hear still in the blessed gospel. 
That heavenly doctrine is ever the same, 
always new. It is not more subject to 
change than its great Author. The ex- 
ercise of the gospel may be taken from us, 
but the benefit resulting from it is as 
inseparable from our souls as their very 
existence. 




A hundred sh£tp, of pondetvus fleeir luid trrtin, 
^s/itpherd fed on Dathank feitile plain, 
Urt one, by hope of Jietter pastuve Ud, 
T^r/i.sranf barren drset^^ wmuUrVnii i^v^d 
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THE LOST SHEEP and the SILVER. 

Such joys in Heav'n receives each friendly mind, 
(Not nnconcem'd at cares of human kind) 
When one poor sinner here, whose loss they mouni'd» 
To virtue's shining paths, and to himself retum'd. 

" WHA T man of you^ having an hun-- 
dred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not 
leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness^ 
and go after that which is lost, till he find 
it?'" (Luke XV. 4, 5.) 

The parable of the lost sheep is very 
applicable to the great work of our redemp- 
tion. The lost sheep represents the sinner 
as departed from God, and exposed to 
certain ruin if not brought back to him, yet 
not desirous to return. Christ is the Shep- 
herd of his purchased flock, and counts 
them as his own. As a man would leave 
the rest of his flock in a safe state, and go 
to seek one lost sheep, so Christ v% ^e^x^^^x. 
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in bringing sinners to repentance. By his 
word and providence he seeks out the lost 
sinner; by his Spirit overcomes his unwill- 
ingness to return to God ; by his power he 
delivers him from the bondage of sin and 
Satan, and carries him above the temptations 
of the world, bringing him back to the fa- 
vour and service of God by repentance, 
faith, and true conversion. *^ There is joy 
in heaven;'' the Lord himself rejoices, and 
all his holy angels rejoice with him, over 
one sinner that repenteth ; even more than 
over ninety and nine just persons who need 
no repentance. (Ver. 7.) Angels are per- 
fectly righteous, yet the repentance of a 
sinner, taken with its causes and its con- 
sequences, redounds more to the glory of 
God than their continuance in their holy 
state. Every believer in his turn has occa<- 
sioned this joy iw \i^w^Ti\ \^nA it is the 
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cause of renewed joy when another and 
another is brought to repentance, even as 
a father rejoices more in the unexpected 
recovery of one son, who was given over 
for lost, than in the safety of all the rest, 
though he loves them with equal tender- 
ness. Probably our Lord intended to warn 
the Pharisees that the publican's sorrow 
for sin, and cries for mercy, were far more 
acceptable than their long prayers and 
ostentatious devotions. 

In the parable of the lost piece of silver, 
the loser is supposed to be a woman who 
has ten pieces of silver^ and out of them 
loses only one. Let this keep up in us hijgb 
thoughts of Divine goodness, that notwith- 
standing the sinfulness and misery of the 
world, there are numberless beings, for 
aught we know numberless worlds of beings^ 
that never were lost, not st^^^^'^S.^^^swcjk 
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the laws and ends of their creation ! That 
which is lost, is one piece of silver, com- 
paratively but of small value. Yet the 
good woman seeks diligently till she find it. 
This represents the various means God 
makes use of, to bring lost souls home to 
himself. And here is also a great deal of 
joy for the finding of it. 

True repentance implies a deliverance 
from eternal misery. We should endeavour 
to be assured that our repentance is unto 
salvation; and we should be excited to 
labour, and earnestly pray for the conver- 
sion of others ; and if by our means only 
one be saved, it would overpay the labours 
of a whole life. 
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THE PRODIGAL SON. 

Yet he the darlings which too well he knew, 
And only did his sports and mirth pursue. 
Bat tired at last with home, he longs for change. 
His follies now must have a larger range. 

"^ CERTAIN man had two sons: and 
the younger of them said to his father\ 
Father^ give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me. And he divided unto them 
his living. And not many days after, the 
younger son took his journey into a far 
country, and wasted his substance with 
riotous living r (Luke xv. 11, 12, 13.) 

This parable represents God as the cora- 
mon Father of all mankind. God is the 
God not of the Jews only, but of the Gen- 
tiles (Rom. iii. 29); the same Lord over 
all, who is rich in mercy to all that call 
upon him. It represents the children of 
men as of different characters, tJasws^ -^jS^ 
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related to God, as their common Father. 
The younger son is the prodigal, whose 
character and case are here designed to re- 
present that of a sinner; that of every one* 
of us in our natural state, but of some more 
especially. Without any cause, he ungrate- 
fully and improperly demanded of his father 
the goods that fell to his share. Why did 
he desire to have his portion? He was 
weary of the good order and discipline of 
his father^s family. Alas ! such is the folly 
of many young men, who are religiously 
educated, and never think themselves their 
own masters, till they have broken God's 
bands in sunder, and, instead of them, have 
bound themselves with the cords of their 
own evil inclinations. This is the origin 
of the apostasy of sinners from God ; they 
vdll not be bound by the rules of God's 
^oremment, they mil know no other good 
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and evil than what they themselves please^ 
A shyness of God, and a willmgness to 
disbelieve that he knows all things, are the 
• ground of the wickedness of the wicked. 
This youth was proud of himself, and had 
a great conceit of his own sufficiency. More 
young people are ruined by pride than by 
any other evil propensity. 

The father computed what he had to 
dispose of between his sons, and gave the 
younger son his share. The Almighty is 
a kind Father to all his children, and gives 
to them life and breath, and all things, even 
to the evil and unthankfiil. The condition 
of the prodigal represents to us a sinful 
state, that miserable state into which man 
is fallen. 

A sinful state is a state of departure and 
distance from the living God. He took his 
journey from his father's house. Sinnex.^ 
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have fled from God. This world is the fiir^ 
country in which they take up their resi- 
dence, and in the service and enjoyment of 
it they spend their all. 

There he wasted his substance with 
riotous living. As to this world, they that 
live riotously, and waste what they have, 
will have a great deal to answer for. But 
this is to be applied spiritually ; wilful sin- 
ners misemploy their thoughts and all the 
powers of their souls, mis-spend their time 
and all their opportunities ; and the gifts 
of providence, which were to enable them 
to serve God, and to do good, are too often 
made the food and fuel to their own 
wickedness. 




His muid. an injuria, fatlirrs image hrvught. 

Jnd.once dear home, a sadhj pleasing ihau/fhtf 
J/fJ/ t/iilher stnught if him Kls limits wi^^ l/ear 
J/u/ pensh (fhrimst rr.solve to F'-^KiHtrt,. 
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THE PRODIGAL SON IN MISERY. 

He fills the servile task, and waits the swine, 
While they on envied husks and acorns dine. 
When, lo! of heavenly light a cheerful ray 
To his dark breast restor'd forgotten day. 

^' He would fain have filled his belly 
with the husks that the swine did eat. And 
when he came to himself he said. How 
many hired servants of my fathers have 
thread enough to spare, and I perish with 
hunger / I will arise and go to my father 
and will say unto him. Father, I have sinn^ 
ed against Heaven, and before thee, and 
am no more worthy to be called thy son: 
make Tne as one of thy hired servants.*" 
(Luke XV. 16, 17. 18, 19.) 

When the prodigal had, by extravagant 
and riotous living, spent all his portion, 
and thereby had reduced himself to the 
greatest misery and want, he was brought to 
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the most degrading servitude. He was seat 
into the fields to feed swine^ and he was so 
much in want of food to assuage his crav- 
ing appetite, that he even partook of the 
husks that the swine did eat. It was in a 
far country that this young man was thus 
reduced to this forlorn state, and, as it were, 
dead to his father and family. 

A sinful state is a state of death. A 
sinner is dead in trespasses and sins, des- 
titute of spiritual life; no living to God, 
therefore dead. A sinfiil state is a lost 
state; '' This my son was lost''* A sinful 
state is a state of madness and frenzy. 
This is intimated in that expression 
(ver. 17,) ''When he came to himself r 
Surely he was beside himself when he left 
his father's house. The prodigal's wretched 
state only faintly shadows forth the awfiil 
ruin of man by sin. But affictions, when 
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sanctified by Divine grace, prove the happy 
means of turning sinners from the error of 
their ways. By them the heart is disposed 
to receive instruction; and they are sen- 
sible proofs of the vanity of the world and 
the evil of sin. 

Having viewed the prodigal in his abject 
state of misery, we next shall consider his 
recovery from it. This begins by his comr 
ing to himself. He had been blind, both 
to his interest and his obligations ; but by 
his afflictions he was brought to reflect on 
his own conduct. His first thought was of 
the plenty in which his father s servants 
lived, and which he might have enjoyed 
still, and more abundantly, but for his own 
sin and folly. Accordingly the prodigal 
resolved to '' arise and go to his father'' 
He resolves to confess his fault and folly 
— " / have sinned'' Forasmuch as we 
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have all sinned, it behoves us to own that 
we have sinned, referring ourselves to the 
covenant of grace, which offers forgiveness 
to those that confess their sins. He would 
not extenuate the matter; '' / have sinned 
against Heaven, and before thee'' Let those 
who are undutiful to their earthly parents, 
think of this ; they sin against Heaven, and 
before God. The malignity of sin is against 
Heaven. It is committed in contempt of 
God's all-seeing eye upon us. To regard 
God always as a Father, and our Father, 
will be of great use in our repentance 
and return to him. 

The prodigals return, see page 293. 
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A Lord thffr was whose stewafrl prov'd unjust, 

His goods he wastd and abus'd his trust; 
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THE UNJUST STEWARD. 

Whither to ^o when him his lord disclaim'd ; 
He cannot dig, and is to beg asham'd? 
At length, resolv^d^ to take the wisest way, 
And thus provides against a runy day. 

A CERTAIN rich man had a steward 
who had wasted his goods. ''And he 
called him, and said unto him. How is it 
that I hear this of thee ? give an account 
of thy stewardship ; for thou mayest he no 
longer stetcard. Then the steward said 
within himself What shall I do ? for my 
lord taketh away from me the steward- 
ship : I cannot dig ; to beg I am ashamed/" 
(Luke xvi. 2, 3.) 

In this parable, all the children of men 
are represented as stewards of what they 
have in this world. We are only stewards J 
for whatever we possess, it is the property 
of God; we can have only the\is^Qt>^»'5rfi.- 
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cording to the directions of our great Lord^ 
and for his honour. This unjust steward 
wasted his lord's property. We are all 
liable to the same charge ; we have, not 
made a proper improvement of what God 
has intrusted us with in this world, yet how 
few consider themselves in this light! His 
lord speaks as one sorry to be disappointed 
in him, and under a necessity of dismissing 
him. The steward cannot deny it, and 
therefore he must make up his accounts and 
be gone. This may teach us that death 
will come, and deprive us of the opportu- 
nities we now have of doing good ; and 
that we must give an account to our Lord 
of our stewardship. 

The steward began to consider : " What 
shall I do ?'' He cannot earn his bread by 
his labour. '' To beg I am ashamed."* 
This was the langviB.^^^ o{ \^i^ \kride, as the 
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fonner of his slothfiilness. He therefore 
determines to make friends of his lord's 
debtors, or tenants. " Now, I will so oblige 
them, that they will bid me welcome to 
their houses." He would make them his 
friends by striking off a considerable part 
of their debt to his lord. Observe here 
what uncertain things worldly possessions 
are. See what treachery is found even 
among those in whom trust is reposed ! 

When this was known, the lord referred 
to in this parable commended, not the ini- 
quity, but the policy of the steward, — only 
meaning that it was a shrewd plan of pro- 
viding against actual destitution. In that 
respect alone is it so noticed. Worldly 
men are more prudent in respect to their 
present interests, than the people of Grod 
are respecting their eternal concerns. 

It would be well if the childtefli ot ^lisfej*- 
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would learn wisdom from the men of the 
world; and having chosen their object, 
would pursue it as singly and constantly as 
worldly men do their comparatively worth- 
less interests. In that case wealth would 
be a privilege, and prove a blessing to 
themselves and others. The right use of 
riches is evident of men's faith and love. 
Let us remember that the riches of this 
world are delusive and uncertain. And let 
us be convinced that those are truly rich 
who are rich in faith, and rich toward God, 
in Christ Jesus, in the promises, and in the 
assurances of Heaven; and therefore let us 
lay up our treasure in them, and in hope ex- 
pect our portion from them. If the Lord 
be our God, let us decidedly serve and obey 
him, and devote all we have to his glory. 




One of thr trn, who frtt himself reMor'A, 
Betvm'd wi mediate, a/id oiwLord ador'd; 
JYii/ faith hath sav'd t/iee, J thy .soul release. 
/yr//??r///ifs sins and fefm.and hUl thrr qo \u witi? 
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JESUS CLEANSETH TEN LEPERS. 

Something of wonder thus our Lord exprest, — 
Were not ten cleans'd, but where are afl tiie rest? ' *^ , 
Not one but this poor stranger glory gives t 

To God's great name from whom he healdi receives* 

''And one of them, when he saw that he 

was healed, turned back, and with a lotid 

voice glorified God, and fell down on his 

face at his feet, giving him thanks; and 

he was a Samaritan.'' (Luke xvii. 15, 16.) 

We have here an account of the cure of 
ten lepers. They stood afar off, as by the 
law their loathsome disease obliged them 
to do. They ask not in particular to be 
cured of their leprosy, but lifted up their 
voices, and said, *' Jesus, Master, have mer* 
cy on us'' (Ver. 13.) Jesus sent them to the 
priest, who was the judge of the leprosy. 
This was a trial of their obedience. 

While the ceremonial law was yetinfoTO^ 
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Christ took care that it should be observed; 
but, probably, he designed to ,have the 
priest's testimony to the perfectness of the 
cure. As they went they were cleansed, and 
so became fit to be looked upon by the 
priest. We may expect God to meet us with 
mercy, when we are found in theway of our 
duty. We must attend upon instituted or- 
dinances, and pray, and read the Scriptures ; 
and open our case to a faithful minister: 
and though the means will not heal us of 
themselves, God will heal us in the diligent 
use of the means of grace. 

One of them, and the only one out of ten, 
returned to give thanks. When he felt that 
he was healed, instead of going forward to 
the priest, to be by him discjiarged, which 
was all that the rest desired, he turned back 
towards the Author of his cure, whom he 
wished to have t\i^ ^opj >Vk^fet^he received 
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the benefit. Those who have received 
mercy from God should make it known to 
others, that they also may praise God, and 
may be encouraged by their example to put 
their trust in him. He made a particular 
address of thanks to Christ. It becomes us 
as Christians, to be very humble in our 
thanksgivings, as well as sincere in our 
prayers. Christ noticed the one who had 
thusdistinguished himself from the rest, that 
he was a Samaritan. The Samaritans had 
not the pure knowledge and worship of God 
among them, as the Jews had; yet it was one 
of them who glorified God on this occasion. 
Of the many that receive mercy from God, 
very few return to give thanks in sincerity 
of heart. When men's imprudence and 
vices bring sickness upon them, and the Lord 
in mercy restores their health, how few give 
glory to God as they ought to do, "not ctil\| 
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with their lips, hut in their lives ! ' The 
other nine had their cure, and it was not re- 
voked, as justly it might have been, for their 
ingratitude; but this man had his cure fully 
confirmed by the blessed Jesus, who said 
unto him, "Arise, go thy way ; thy faith 
hath made thee whole'' (Ver. 19.) The 
others obtain the outward cure ; he alone 
got the inward spiritual blessing. Thus it 
is when a sinner is convinced of his guilt 
and pollution, when he experiences the com- 
fort of pardon and forgiveness, and feels the 
power of the new-creating Spirit; in his 
heart he will glorify God and tbankfiilly 
adore his Saviour. 




"T(s (franied. Jesus said, "receive thy sifjht". 
H'/fen sffudjht his ajelmUs t'eel ihe cheertid /ifjW, 
Our Lord, h^' /V;//ow(i.who Kml hun n»sVorW . 
.///// hr,nmi oil Ihnt snw, m\^^ .woiulera auuV u.w, 
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A BLIND MAN RESTORED. 

He still persists, till him our Lord did hear; 
He bids them bring him, whom approaching near, 
He asks, what wilt thou? he again replies, 
Lord, since thou canst, restore me my dear eyes. 

''A BLIND man sat hy the wayside 
begging; and hearing the multitude pass 
hy, he asked what it meant. And they told 
him, that Jesus of Nazareth passed hy. 
And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me. Jesus said unto 
him. Receive thy sight: thy faith hath 
saved thee. And immediately he received 
his sight, and followed him, glorifying God; 
and all the people, when they saw it, gave 
praise unto God. (Luke xviii. 35, 36, 37, 
38, 42. 43.) 

This poor man was not only blind, but 
destitute. He sat begging, and could not 
work for his living. Those ought to be re- 



174 

lieved by charity, whom the providence of 
God has disabled from gettiDg their own 
bread by labour. 

Hearing the noise of a multitude passing 
by, he asked what it meant. Those who want 
sight, should make the better use of their 
hearing; and when they cannot see with 
their own eyes, should crave the kind assist- 
ance of their friends who enjoy thfe blessing 
of sight. So this poor blind man did, and 
thus understood that Jesus of Nazareth was 
passing by. 

His piayer was both in faith and fervency. 
He believes Christ to be Jesus a Saviour; 
he believes he is able to help and succour 
him, and eamesly begs his favour. Christ 
is a merciful King; those that apply to him 
as the Son of David, shall ever find him so. 
'*Thou Son of David, have mercy on me^ 
Those who are ia earnest for Christ's favours 



175 

and blessing, will not be put by from tbe 
pursuit of them, though they meet with op- 
position and rebuke. Christ encourages 
poor petitioners, and invites them to come 
to him, and is ever ready to bid them wel- 
come. Though our Lord was upon his 
journey, yet he stopped, and commanded the 
man to be brought to him. By spreading our 
case before God, with a particular represen- 
tation of OUT wants and burdens, we 'teach 
ourselves to value the mercy we are in 
need of. 

The prayer of faith, guided by Christ's 
encouraging promises, and grounded on 
them, shall not be in vain. The fruits of 
Christ's favour are doubly comfortable, 
when we are saved by faith. The grace 
of Christ ought to be thankfully acknow- 
ledged, to the glory of God. Those whom 
he healed pleased him best when they 



176 

praised God, as those shall please God 
best who praise Christ, and do him honour; 
for in confessing that he is Lord, we give 
glory to God the Father. It is for the glory 
of God if we follow Christ, as those will 
do whose eyes are opened. The people that 
saw it, could not forbear giving praise to 
God, It behoves us, as Christians, to en- 
deavour to praise Almighty God for his 
mercies vouchsafed to others, as well as to 
ourselves. 

If we would rightly understand these 
things, we must come to Jesus, like the 
blind man, earnestly beseeching him to 
open our eyes, and show us more and more 
clearly the excellency of his precepts, and 
the value of his salvation. 




^^ Ccuija thfAj €L nuptial feast prepare. 
OurLard , his mother, and the twelve were there; 
lire Saviour novt his miracles be^an . 
Tffi/ffi showd /iL^f)ower ami .sjMilir Kim. m«>>^A\van.> 
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WATEE TURNED INTO WINE. 

TLe numerous guests exhaust thett frugal store, . 
The siervants go for wme, but find no more : 
This the ^eat mother saw» her care expressed, 
And begg'd assistance of their heavenly guest. 

^'Je^us saith unto them. Fill the water pots 

with, water; and they filled them to the 

brim. And he saith unto them Draw out 

noWf arid bear unto the Governor of the 

/ea^/."(Johnii. 7, a) 

On the third day after our Lord's return 
into Galilee, a marriage was solemnized at 
a small town called Cana. Mary, the mo- 
ther of Jesus, seems to have been present 
as one related to the family; and Jesus was 
invited to the marriage feast, with the few 
'disciples he had then with him. He was 
graciously pleased to accept the invitation^ 
in order to honour God's institution, and to 
teach us to show due respect and attention. 

IN 
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to our relations, and encourage us to Ihre 
together in Christian love and unity. 
• It is very desirable, -when there is a mar- 
riage, to enjoy Christ's spiritual, gracious 
sanction — to have the marriage blessed by 
him : themarriage is then honourable indeed . 
They that vfovld have the Spirit and love 
of Christ with them at their marriage, must 
invite him by earnest and humble prayer, 
and he v\rill bless them. 

At the entertainment they wanted wine; 
there was even want at a feast; though 
much was provided, yet there was a defi- 
ciency of wine. His mother solicited him 
to help them when the wine began to &il^ as 
related in ver. 3 ; but his hour was not yet 
come till it was all used, and there was a 
total want ; probably not only to prevent anj 
suspicion of mixing some wine with tb 
water, but to tesMl\L^^!&t\^a.t man's extremit 
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is God's opportunity to appear for the help 
and relief of his people. Mary kept her 
hope of Christ's compliance, that he would 
grant her desire, 

Christ at length miraculously supplied 
them. The miracle was that of turning 
water into wine; the substance of water 
acquiring a new form, and having all the 
appearance and qualities of wine. Ex- 
tracting the juice of the grape every year 
from the moisture of the earth, is no less a 
work of power ; though, being according to 
the common course of nature, it is not such 
a work of wonder as this. 

When the governor or ruler of the feast 
had foimd this fresh supply so excellent, 
he ''called the bridegroom, and saith 
unto him. Every man at the beginning doth 
set forth good wine, and when men have 
well drunk, then that which is 'vdot^^ i "Wx 
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thou hast kept the good wine until now.** 
(ver. 10.) 

The beginning of Moses' miracles was 
turning water into blood (Exod. iv, 9; vii. 
20) ; the beginning of Christ's miracles was 
turning water into wine ; which may remind 
us of the diflference between the law of Moses 
and the gospel of Christ. The curse of the 
law turns water into blood ; the blessing of 
the gospel turns water into wine. Christ 
hereby showed his power, and his desire 
to improve the comforts ofall true believers. 
Let us pray God to grant us the grace of 
his Holy Spirit, that we walk in his ways * 
mth comfort and delight, as His obedient 
and dutiful children, all our days. 
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sooner wrought, the nobleman's mistake 
rectified, and his faith confirmed. When he 
denies what we ask, he gives what is much 
more to our advantage ; we ask for ease, 
he gives patience. ^ Christ's saying. Thy 
soul lives, makes it alive. Of his pity ; the 
nobleman's natural afiFection discovered itself 
in his wordi5, *'jBre my child, my dear child, 
die;'' therefore Christ dropped the reproof 
and gave assurance of the recovery of his 
child. He knows how a father pities his 
own children. 

The nobleman was satisfied. How 
quickly is that which is wanting in our feith 
perfected by the word and power of Jesus 
Christ! Christ said, *'Thy son liveth/' and 
the nobleman believed him ; like the father 
of the faithful, against hope he believed in 
hope, and staggered not through unbelief. 
Christ said, *'Go thy way ;" and» a& ^^^ 
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kIohn xin. 
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Twos now the eve oTthc great paschal day: 
/?firlonl. wfio knew the ptice he was to pay 
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JESUS WASHES 
HIS DISCIPLES' FEET. 

You me, your Lord and Master jiisdy name; 
If I then wash your feet, do ye uie Bamoy 
Their Master's £site his servants should content; 
Greater is he that sends, than he that's sent. 



*' Ye call me Master and Lord; and 
ye say toell, for so I am. If I then have 
wctshed your feet, ye also ought to wash one 
another* s feet. For I have given you am 
example, thai ye should do €cs I have done 
to your (John xiii. 13, 14, 15.) 

Christ condescended to wash his diciples' 
feet, that he might give a proof of the great 
love wherewith he loved them to the end. 
He knew that his hour was come, which 
he had long expected, when he should 
depart out of this world to the Father. 
Christ washed his disciples' feet that he 
might signify to them s^kvtwaL ^^^esas^^ 
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The same love which induced Christ to 
ransom and reconcile his disciples, when 
enemies, still influences him; and what 
mercy is too great to be expected from Him 
who came down from Heaven, and not only 
washed his disciples' feet, but shed his own 
precious blood, that he might open a foun- 
tain in which to wash our souls from sin 
and all uncleanness ? Shall we then refuse 
to submit to his divine authority, and not 
improve the means of grace which he hath 
been pleased to bestow upon us ! 

Let us ever bear in mind what Christ 
himself hath declared — "Every one thai 
exalteth himself shall he abased ; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted."" 
(Luke xviii. 14.) 




When this thty heard, a deep a)ncem they felt, 
Their hearts with inward true compunction, mdt: 
W^t shall theij do ta\ert tlie tKreatefid^dooirt, 
^o^te^pjisf Ibnvm, and .shun the wroiKto com«.'> 
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MULTITUDES CONVERTED 

The apostles tlius — ''Believe, repent, obey ! « 
And wash in sacred streams your sins away; 
None are excluded from the profifer'd grace. 
It reaches all of Abraham's faithful race.'* 

THIS discourse, though the first that 
St. Peter ever made in public, deeply aflfect- 
ed the people, so that ''they were pricked 
in their hearts, and said unto Peter, and 
to the rest of the apostles. Men and brethren 
what shall we do ? Then Peter said unto 
them. Repent, and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise 
is unto you and your children,'' &c. (Actsii. 
37, 38, 39.) The apostle s argument was 
very pointed; tut when we consider the 
obstinate unbelief of the Jews, neither 
Peter*s words, nor the miracles they wit- 
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THE WIDOWS SON RAISED. 

The widow wails in accents wild. 
Now stretch'd in death her only child ; 
tVhere shall she turn? absorb 'a in grief 
She comes and prays of Christ relief. 

THE next miracle that demands our 
notice, and which must surely satisfy us that 
while our Saviour appeared as man, yet 
he was "The mighty God,^' is the raising 
the widow's son at Nain. The narrative, as 
related in Luke vii., is very affecting; and 
is as follows: "And it came to pass the day 
after, that he went into a city called Nain, 
and many of his disciples went with him, and 
much people. Now when he came nigh 
to the gate of the city^ behold, there was 
a dead man carried out, the only son of his 
mother, and she was a widow ; and much 
people of the city was with her. And 
when the Lord saw her, he had com^gassioti 
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on her, and said unto her. Weep not : a/id 
he came and touched the bier, and said. 
Young many I say unto thee. Arise : and he 
that was dead sat up, and began to speak ; 
and he delivered him to his mother'' 

What must have been the feelings of the 
aged widow, when she beheld her beloved 
son, the prop of her age, and the darling of 
her heart, thus snatched as it were from the 
silent grave*? and how must her heart swell 
with gratitude to God, for his mercies so 
signally bestowed. 

It was a young man that Christ raised to 
life. The young die as well as the aged, and 
this should lead us to apply our hearts to 
wisdom, while the days of youth last, for we 
know not how soon we may be called to the 
silent tomb. What made this case the more 
distressing was, that his mother was a 
widow, and this was her only son, perhaps 
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her only child ; the comfort of her declining 
years, on whom she depended for support 
and protection. How truly sorrowful was 
her condition ! but the blessed Saviour knew 
her circumstances, and suited his mercy 
to her necessity. He is a present help in 
trouble ! Jesus is a friend at all times, and 
happy are they who repose their all in his 
hands. He came just at the moment this 
young man was being carried to the grave ; 
shall we say it was by chance ? No ; God 
does every thing by an all-wise arrange- 
ment, making his act of kindness to accord 
vdth our necessities. 

Christ raised the young man, and here in 
displayed his power ; for he is God over all; 
and he also showed his tender mercy, and 
has left us an example to relieve as much 
as possible the distresses of others ; and if we 
should make any distinction amon^ tha 
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subjects of sorrow, we may follow his con- 
duct, and be especially kind to the widow ; 
for none need our commiseration and at- 
tention more than the bereaved female. 

Here the Saviour showed his power over 
death, by delivering one from his hands. 
Since then he has conquered death, by rising 
from the grave by his omnipotent power; 
and there is a day coming when he v\dll 
bid all the dead arise and come to judg- 
ment. O thai it may be our lot then to be 
raised to everlasting happiness. 
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MAHK v: 




^f7iP9i /te cfi/fie to set me />Tf ; 
/ rryj/fed to my I'hwsuffm , 
fr//r/r /ifive 1 TO do ssixU tliee V 
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THE EVIL SPIRITS CAST OUT. 

Lo! the poor maniac, possess*d. 
By evil spirits and sore distressed ! 
The spirits impell'd by voice divine, 
They pass into a herd of swine. 

WE have already contemplated the power 
that Christ exercised over disease ; he qould 
remove it at pleasure ; and we have also be? 
held death itself surrendering its prey to 
him. Here we see him exercising his au- 
thority over the powers of darkness, and 
making the devil to flee before him. 

It appears there was a man posse^^ 
with an unclean spirit, who lived among 
the tombs, whom no one could bind ; for 
though he had been often bound, jet he 
broke the chains, and was conitiaually cry? 
ing and cutting himself with stones. (See 
Matt. viii. and Luke viii.) What a 
lamentable state for a poor creature to be 
p 
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in! The devil had got possession of his 
hody and mind, and made him truly 
wretched. 

In our days Satan does not seem to he 
often allowed to exercise such power over 
the bodies of men ; but alas ! he has en- 
tire control in the will and affections of 
very many ; there he reigns with a power- 
ful sway, and leads his unhappy subjects 
captive at his will; plunging them into 
every wretchedness, and but for divine grace 
will plunge them into eternal woe. Well 
does it become us daily to cry for grace to 
withstand the wiles of Satan, and that we 
may be kept from his power. 

When Jesus saw this poor object of 
misery, he bade the evil spirits come out, 
and they obeyed, for they could not with- 
stand the command of the Son of God. 
This wretched maik. Yvaft. ^^^ts. laeen bound 
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by his fellow-creatures, but their cords 
could not hold him: it was reserved for 
Jesus to accomplish the wonderful deliver- 
ance. And thus it is in spiritual things ; 
human laws may restrain a man and keep 
him for a while in due bounds> but when 
fierce temptations come^ all human restraint 
is at an end ; it is Jesus> by his divine grace, 
who alone can bind the soul, and this he 
does with the chains of love. 

The devils besought Jesus not to send 
them out of the country, but to allow them 
to enter into a herd of swine, which he per- 
mitted, when the swine, about two thousand 
in number, ran down a steep place into the 
sea and were drowned. This so oflFended 
the people of the place where the miracle 
was wrought^ that they besought Jesus to 
depart out of their coasts. Thus blind 
were they to the value ot G\sx%s^. -^ij^^ 
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his salvation, and priced the perishing 

things of this Ufe more than the blessed 
Redeemer. 

O let not this be your case, lest you la- 
ment your folly when it is too late. But 
what became of the man who was delivered 
from the devil's control? He came to Jesus 
and besought permission to be with him ; 
but Christ desired him to go and tell what 
great things had been done for him, and 
what compassion had been shown to him. 
This is what the Saviour expects of his re- 
deemed people, to glorify him and his salva- 
tion ; and this is but little to do for him who 
has rescued us from so much misery in 
time, and from the wrath to come. 
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ZZTKi: vu. 



107 




Ifec/) 9u)t,he cried: th^i ti)tif/td the dead; 
T/zt />i>r stood sMl ;and /oud he said, 
J^c/////fffMmJ sa\ to thee.^nse\ 
\jSr^ r/if^// o/t Jesus fixW his eyes, 
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THE RULER'S DAUGHTER. 

" O thou of power," the Ruler said, 
** The sick to heal and raise the dead. 
Thy word of renovation deign, 
My daughter then shall live again." 

THE ninth chapter of the Gospel of Saint 
Matthew presents us with further instances 
of Christ's power in the miracles it contains, 
all of which were additional proofs, if further 
proofs were wanting, that he was the Son 
of God« and so many additional evidences 
that his mission was from Heaven ; leaving 
those inexcusable, who, after so many con- 
vincing facts, could deny he was the true 
Messiah promised in the Old Testament. 

A man sick of the palsy, lyin^ on a bed, 
was brought to him, find in this instance he 
3poke differently to what he did before ; not 
immediately healing the sufferer, but adress- 
ing him thus : " Son, be of good cheer, thy 
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sins are forgiven thee."" What a word was 
this! A healthy body is a blessing; but 
O, how much more to be desired and prey- 
ed for is a pardoned soul ! and here it was 
given without being asked for : may it prove 
an encouragement to us to implore a like 
blessing from the Saviour of sinners. 

This language of Christ was considered 
by the Scribes who heard it as blasphemy ; 
but they were soon made to see that he who 
spoke could forgive sins, for he bid the poor 
paralytic take up his bed and walk ; and 
surely he who could do this by a word, 
could forgive his sins. 

After this " a ruler came and worshipped 
him, saying. My daughter is even now dead ; 
hut come and lay thy hand upon her, and 
she sliall liver (See Mark v. and Luke 
viii.) St. Liike says, this child was only 
twelve years of age •, ^ notj ^m^^^s. ^^Rramixig 
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to the young, to think be|);imes on deaths for 
none are too young to be called away ; O, 
then pray earnestly to God to make you wise 
to salvation in early life, that when you 
die, you may be admitted to glory. 

As Christ was going to the ruler s house 
to raise his daughter, a poor afiiicted suflEer- 
ing woman came behind him and touched 
the hem of his garment, for she had &ith 
to believe that if she could but touch his 
garment, she should be healed of an issue 
of blood, which had been wasting her conr 
stitution for many years ; and it was ac- 
cording as she wished, for she was made 
whole, and received an encouraging word 
from Christ, who approved of her faith. 

See what faith can do, as illustrated in 
the case of this woman ! It led the afflicted 
in body to Christ, when he was on the 
earth, and now it leads the afflicted in soul 
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to him, with a happy assurance that he c^i/ 
heal etery spiritual disease. 

When Jesus arrived at the ruler's house, 
he said. The maid is not dead, but sleepeth. 
Upon hearing this, some unbelievers who 
were present laughed him to scorn; but 
their unbecoming conduct did not move 
the compassionate Saviour from his purpose, 
for he took her by the hand and raised her 
up; thug proving that he can as easily raise 
from death as from sleep, which he might 
therefore well call sleep. Happy are they 
whom he raises from a death of sin to a life 
«f righteousness, and he will ultimately 
nide them to a life of glory. 
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MdTTHEYT IX, 



109 




To J^azarethj Then, proceed s^ -the J^orrt; 
^//rf was, by two hlixul nxcix , vrnplorcZ 
To r/i're tfiefn siqht: tfieir wit fw Heard. 
./7^ /^^ ffreir ivV>iV the plains «ppec« d. 
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TWO BLIND MEN EESTORED. 

'*Thy healing power upon us light; 
O, Son of God, restore our sight! " 
Companioned erst, the two, in woe. 
Companioned now, heaven's grace they Isnow. 

WHEN Jesus was returning from rais- 
ing the rulers daughter, two blind men 
followed him, crying, '^ThouSon of David, 
have mercy on us.'' (Matthew chap. ix. 27.) 
Though these men had not the happy pri- 
vilege of beholding, with their natural eyes, 
the wonderful miracles of Christ, yet it is 
evident they had heard of him, and being 
blessed with faith in him, as the promised 
Son of David, they were led to cry to hina 
for the gift of sight. 

We cannot be sufficiently thankful to 
God for the use of all our members and 
faculties ; it is to his gracious providence 
we are indebted for them, and to hi3 glory 
we should study to iise them. 
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It appears tbat our Saviour, not imme- 
diately attending to these beggars, they 
followed him into the house; not that he 
ever disregarded the application of any one, 
but he very often tried the faith of those 
who came to him, to see if they would still 
follow, though not noticed ; and it stands 
upon record for our imitation, to persevere 
in prayer, though the Lord for a while delay 
to answer, for in his own time he v^rill 
speak, as we find he did to these importu- 
nate men. 

When he found they had faith in him, 
he healed them ; and thus has he encou- 
raged us to come with our natural blind- 
ness, even our spiritual darkness, to him, 
and he vnll cause the light of divine grace 
to shine into our hearts, to conduct us in 
the way everlasting. 

In the 20tVi c\i^.^\«t cil'Sx.. ^^Uhew we 
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read of another instance of our Saviour's 
giving sight to two blind men who were 
sitting by the way-side begging ; and hear- 
ing that he passed by, they cried after him 
for sight, and when rebuked by the multi- 
tude, and bid to hold their peace, they 
only cried the more, '* Have mercy on us^ 
O Lordy thou Son of David*' To their 
ardent entreaties Jesus paid kind attention, 
and they received their sight. (See Mark 
chap. X. and Luke chap, viii.) May we 
imitate them, though the world and Satan 
oppose us ; may we have grace to perse- 
vere, being determined not to rest satisfied 
with any thing short of saving light and 
grace. 

In the ninth chapter of the Gospel of 
St. John, we have a very interesting ac- 
count of a man, blind from his birth, who 
received the blessing of &i^tfc^\Ck.<i\is«^^ 
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which gave rise to much conference among 
the Pharisees, who, instead of admiring 
this amazing instance of divine power, and 
the tender compassion of the Saviour, op- 
posed him as much as possible, calling 
in question his character, because he healed 
this man on the Sabbath-day ; and having 
examined the man on whom the miracle 
was wrought, and perceiving that he was 
determined to speak well of his glorious 
Physician, they cast him out, either from 
their presence in a rage, or from the sy- 
nagogue; but Jesus having heard that the 
man was cast out, found him, made himself 
known to him, and was worshipped by him 
as his Lord and Saviour. 




Go, preficfi my Oospel. fstu'ih t/te Lo7*d,J 
Bid the whoieJKartfi my (frace receive,' 
JTe shaft be sav'd that tr^usts my w'ora, 
^e Ma// be tost that s\'ont betieve . 
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THE TWELVE DISCIPLES CHOSEN. 

E'er long to spread Ms precepts bland. 
And preach salvation o'er the land ! 
The chosen twelve, the Saviour calls. 
Whose minds no foretold ills appals. 

IN the tenth chapter of St. Matthew 
we read the names and qualities of the 
twelve disciples whom our Saviour chose 
to attend him in his ministry, that seeing 
his miracles and hearing the doctrines he 
preached, they might be qualified to serve 
the church of God, when Christ should be 
taken out of the world. 

The names of these chosen servants and 
followers of the Saviour of the world, weire 
Simon Peter, Andrew, James the son of 
Zebedee, John, Fhil^), Bartholomew, 
Thomas, Matthew, James the son of 
Alpheus, Thaddeus, Simon ihe Canaanite, 
and Judas Iscariot. (Luke, chap. vL) To 
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these he gave power against unclean spirits^ 
to cast them out, and to heal all manner 
of sickness and disease. He also com- 
manded them to turn their attention to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, that is, 
to the Jews. 

How great must have been the Saviour s 
power, to make such poor illiterate men fit 
for the high oflEice of ministers of the ever- 
lasting gospel! For those he had now 
chosen were men of humble birth, and of 
mean occupation, some of them being fisher- 
men; but God is pleased to work by feebl)^ 
instruments, that he may pour contempt upon 
the pride and fancied greatness of human 
attainments, and bring all the glory to him- 
self, to whom alone it is due. How great 
also was Christ's compassion, to send his 
disciples so especially to the Jews, the once 
bigbly favoured i^w^^^ ^S. ^^. Wt who 
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had sadly revolted from him; and though 
furnished with the prophecies, which fore- 
told the Saviour s coming, and now favoured 
with innumerable instances of his being 
amongst them, yet they despised and op- 
posed him. 

In addition to the power with which he 
invested these twelve disciples,, he taught 
them what to preach, and how ta prosecute 
their work; at the same time pointing out 
how awful would be the punishment of 
those who disregarded the message of sal- 
vation which they should preach. 

He tells them they must expect perse- 
cution, for as he, their Master, was hated, 
so they must calculate upon it ; for it is as 
much as the servant can expect to be as 
his master; but at the same time he en- 
jcourages them with the assurance of God's 
kind attention to their suflferuiqc^^ fe^V^s:. 
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who suffers not a sparrow to fall to the 
ground without his knowledge, will take 
care of his persecuted disciples, either by 
delivering them out of their enemies' hands, 
or by taking them home to heaven beyond 
the reach of cruel foes. With what grati- 
tude ought we to acknowledge the goodness 
of Grod; that though at first he sent his 
gospel to the Jews, y(it he has since caused 
it to be preached to us, who were paxt of the 
excluded Gentiles. May he give us grace 
highly to prize the inestimable blessing, and 
not slight it, or awful indeed will be his 
judgments upon us at last ; for to those on 
whom the light of the blessed gospel has 
been so abundantly bestowed, there will be 
no excuse for neglecting its precepts. 
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